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A Note from Pastor Liza: Reflecting on 25 Years since 9/11

Beloveds,

25 years ago today, September 11th, 2001, was my first day of 10th grade. I remember my
fellow 15 year olds gossiping by the lockers about something hitting a building, the TVs
being on in whatever classrooms had TVs, teachers and dorm parents trying to hold their
own faces steady. And I remember the line — a line of kids stretching toward the landline
phone in the student lounge (Back then most 15-year-olds didn’t have phones!), each one
just needing to hear a parent's voice, just needing to know: are you okay?

Another thing I remember is the fear held by my friends of color - kids just like me who,
unlike me, wondered, will I be blamed for this? I remember a friend who stopped wearing
hijab, even though she had proudly started wearing it a couple of years before. I remember
another reminding each of us that she was Hindu, not Muslim.

Every one of us carries a version of that morning — where you were, who you needed to
call, what you learned that day about how fragile safety is. Some of you weren't yet born,
and this day is not a memory but a story you've been told.

https://centerchurchhartford.org/about/directions/
https://centerchurchhartford.org/giving/


Scripture does not rush past grief. "For these things I weep... for a comforter is far from
me" (Lamentations 1:16) is permission to stay inside sorrow rather than perform our way
past it. And Paul's promise still holds: nothing—"neither death, nor life... nor anything else
in all creation"—can separate us from the love of God (Romans 8:38-39). That verse
doesn't explain what happened twenty-five years ago. Nothing does. But it holds us in our
unexplained grief.

Theologian and writer Kate Bowler is one of my favorite authors on grief. She reminds us:
"So often the experiences that define us are the ones we didn't pick." None of us chose that
Tuesday morning. And yet it shaped us — our sense of safety, our tenderness toward
strangers, our understanding of how quickly ordinary mornings can turn. Grief like this
doesn't resolve; it integrates. It becomes part of the shape of a life.

So as we remember, let us hold our grief and one anothers’ griefs with tenderness. Let us
ask, what did that day teach you about love? May we hold our stories gently, and each
other's with care. And may the God who meets us in the depths meet us also in the
remembering.

With love,
Pastor Liza

Join us at 10:30 AM - 675
Main Street

In Person and Online!



This Week in Worship: September 13, 2026

Center Church, guess what?! WE'RE BACK!!!!!!

That's right, this week is Rally Sunday, or Homecoming Sunday, and we are
back into the swing of things and launching our program year. In worship,
we'll be commissioning our Faith Formation Staff, celebrating our young
folks, reporting on another summer at Camp Asto Wamah and starting a new
sermon series. And that's just during worship!

After worship we'll have our traditional homecoming luncheon with the
added bonus of a congregational meeting! Church Leadership will present
the two by laws revisions that were tabled at Annual Meeting and
workshopped over the summer.

And, after that you can head to the Puerto Rican Day Festival in Bushnell
Park! The parade starts at 11, during worship, and there will be some road
closures to look out for (highlighted below).

All said, it's gonig to be a very exciting Sunday and Center Church and you
don't want to miss any of it!

~The Worship Team



A Special Raffle for This Week Only!
This week we have a special opportunity for our young people! Faith
Formation will be raffling off a special watch for one lucky young
person! All our young people will have a free chance to win a Cookie
Monster watch, pictured below. All you have to do is show up and
get a ticket to be entered !!



Important Updates about Sunday, September 13

Greater Hartford Puerto Rican Day
﻿Parade & Festival



This weekend the city Hartford will celebrate the art, culture and music of Puerto
Rico with the Puerto Rican Day Parade and Festival del Coqui.

The Parade route includes parts of Main Street and Pearl Street and will impact our
own celebration of Rally Sunday. Please see the parade map below, as well as a
list of road closures around our Historic Meetinghouse.

Main Street: Closed between Park and Pearl from 10:30 AM to 1:00 PM
Pearl Street: Closed between Main and Ford from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM
Park St.: Closed between Main Street and Park Terrace from 10:00 AM to 1:00
PM

The Parade begins at 11 AM, with streets along the parade route opening as the
end of the parade progresses. Below are some alternative to street parking:

1. The Travelers Parking Garage, accessible on Prospect Street next to the
Hartford Club. If the gate is closed press the button in the control box as you enter
the driveway/ramp leading to the garage and tell the security guard you are
attending Center Church.  

2. The Hartford Public Library/City Hall Garage is accessible on Arch Street
between Prospect and Main Street. This garage is free on Sundays.

3. There is a paid lot at 62 Front Street. 

Save the date!

https://www.propark.com/facilities/front-street-south-garage/


Central CT UCC Youth
Group

Center Church is proud to support this Greater Hartford area-wide youth group
hosted by Immanuel Congregational Church (UCC), just up the road at 10 Woodland
St. in Hartford. Open to youth in grades 6–12, the group offers twice-monthly
gatherings that include a community dinner, mentor support, games, and discussion
on relevant topics, along with prayer practices, guest speakers, retreats, and service
trips. 



See the attached flyer for the full fall schedule and details, and visit iccucc.org/youth to
learn more: https://www.iccucc.org/youth.

For questions, families can also reach Immanuel directly at (860) 527-8121 or
immanuel06105@gmail.com.

Attention Sunday School
﻿Parents & Guardians!
A Message from Brother Eric

Registration for this year's Church School is
underway and accessible here:

https://centerchurchhartford.breezechms.co
m/form/af4171
Please complete your child's registration before Rally
Sunday, September 13, 2026.

**The first ten families to register will receive a Barnes
& Noble Gift Card as a part of our fall reading
initiative.**

http://iccucc.org/youth
https://www.iccucc.org/youth
mailto:immanuel06105@gmail.com
https://centerchurchhartford.breezechms.com/form/af4171
https://centerchurchhartford.breezechms.com/form/af4171


Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any
questions or need additional information.

All students participating in the Church School must
have an active registration file in the Church Office.

Best regards,

Brother Eric
ehearst@cchartford.org
860.249.5631 ext. 209



The Church At Prayer

We are keeping the following members, friends and their
families in our prayers this week. If you have prayer concerns to
share, please email Pastor Liza, pastor@cchartford.org, or the
Care Team, careteam@cchartford.org.

Gilberto Mercado and family; The family of Rev. Shawn Fisher, First Church
Bloomfield, Asylum Hill Congregational Church, victims of and those affected
by violence; migrant workers and immigrants; Jane and Jim Macomber and
their family; John Conley, Jr.; Sally Wagan and family; the family and friends
of Marilyn Watson; Richard Markham and family; Tina Bobbitt; Lita Rathnam;
Cyndi Taplin and family; Dimekwan French and the French family; Diane
Dwelley, Anita Hawkins,...

Keeping You Posted
Music & Arts Concerts

2026-2027 Season Announced!
The First Concert will be on October 18th, 2026, featuring the faculty and

students of the Hartt School Guitar and Harp program.



Our Church's Wider Mission:
News from the Denomination & Beyond!

U.S. Senator & Pastor the Rev. Dr. Raphael G.
Warnock to be keynote speaker at

﻿SNEC's Annual Meeting

Annual Meeting Youth Service Project:
Requested for Collection



At the Annual Meeting of the Southern New England Conference, youth
delegates will be packing essential care bags to support vital ministries
for unhoused individuals across New England. The request has gone out
to the delegates to the Annual Meeting, and we are passing the request
along to you. Center Church’s delegates will bring any collected materials
to the DCU Center in Worcester, MA, on September 25th. We are
requesting that all donations be brought to worship or to the Church
Office no later than Sunday, September 20th.
 
Only items on this clear list can be accepted: 

Brand-new, undyed white cotton socks 
Unopened toothbrushes and toothpaste 
Menstrual pads and tampons 
Brand-new, affordable drawstring backpacks (for the
items to be packed in) 
Brand-new, gallon-size Ziploc bags (for the items to
be packed in and placed in the drawstring
backpacks) 
Individual $5 Dunkin' gift cards (separate, not in
packs, for Worcester Fellowship staff to distribute to
their community members) 

~ Save the Date ~
First Boyajin Lecture of the Year!

Tuesday, October 6th, 2026
Featuring Dr. Marcus Rediker, "The Fearless Benjamin Lay."

All lectures are free, registration is required.

We hope you'll join Center Church on Tuesday, October 6th at 7 PM
online. Registration is required. All who register will receive a link to
the presentation at a later date.

This will be an online-only event.
﻿It will be recorded and we will be offering closed captioning services.

Register Here Now!

https://centerchurchhartford.breezechms.com/form/d3cd9641486






New Outreach Schedule
Programs & Hours - Summer 2026

For You, From You: Notes from Members.



A reflection from Center Church Member, Tim Otte, on the death of poet and
activist Wendell Berry:

"When Wendell Berry read his poetry at Trinity College Poetry Center in the 1980’s,
I met him when he ate at my restaurant. Before meeting him and since then, he has
been one of the moral underpinnings of my philosophy of Christian
Socialism/Capitalism."
  
“The Berry Center and Berry family are heartbroken to announce the death of
Wendell Erdman Berry, writer and farmer of Port Royal, Henry County, Kentucky.
He passed suddenly and peacefully at home yesterday afternoon, August 31st,” the
statement read.

“His work continues, here and in every place where people aim to live according to
nature’s measure, on and with and of their beloved home place” (from Sojourners
Magazine)

“His writing has sometimes been called radical, but he thinks of himself as a
conservative, conserving what is most human in our landscapes and ourselves,”
the journalist and artist Paul Trachtman wrote in a 2005 Smithsonian magazine
profile of Mr. Berry.

“You know,” the story quoted Mr. Berry as saying, “if you subtracted the Gospels
and the Constitution and the Declaration of Independence from my work, there
wouldn’t be very much left” (From the New York Times).

Center Church Community - If you have something you want to feature in the
Center Church e-news email a small paragraph and any relevant photos to the
church office by Wednesday afternoon for publication on Fridays.

From the Friends of Silver Lake
This is a message on the behalf of the Friends of Silver Lake Board of Directors. As
you know, Silver Lake Conference Center is being shut down following this summer's
camping sessions. Friends of Silver Lake is an independent group of supporters,
alums, and stakeholders who are working to assure that Silver Lake and its outdoor
ministry is sustained in some form or fashion recognizing the importance of ministry
to youth and young people. 

If you would like to know more and to stay connected to what's happening with
FOSL, please fill out the online form here to show your support and hear periodic
updates. If you can also help share this with old camp friends, I would really
appreciate it. Just sending a few messages right now will make a big difference. We
need to get the word out to the thousands of people who love Silver Lake before it's
too late! 

https://url.avanan.click/v2/r01/___https://www.friendsofsilverlake.com/___.YXAzOmNjaGFydGZvcmQ6YTpnOjZkMTEyYmMxZGY3OWYyZjliOTZmZjk1YTQyMDk1ZDA2Ojc6MTEwYzplYjY0YWZiMzA4ZDQ2ZDEwMmRjNDAyOTQzMDYwZjU5NTIzZWVmYTE3OTcwZTAwZjg2MTFkZGZlZGE2MTZhMjU0Omg6VDpG
https://url.avanan.click/v2/r01/___https://www.friendsofsilverlake.com/connect/___.YXAzOmNjaGFydGZvcmQ6YTpnOjZkMTEyYmMxZGY3OWYyZjliOTZmZjk1YTQyMDk1ZDA2Ojc6MDBiODozMmFlYTJmNTI3ODNlMjhmNzZhMjVlYzU5YTk3NTIzMWMxZGJlN2RkNjljYzViYjhmMjdiYjVlNmJmMjFhZjFmOmg6VDpG


Center Church
Teams:

Help Wanted
Community Board

The Outreach Team is looking for Volunteers to help with our Sunday
Morning Coffee Ministry and for folks who are passionate about the
missions of Center Church. For more information, contact Anita Hawkins
or Cynthia Taplin.

The Worship Team is seeking volunteers to help with liturgy, ushering,
and greeting. Email Steven or Pastor Liza to find out how you can help.

The Faith Formation Team is looking for help planning future events for
our kiddos and church community. Email Brother Eric to find out more!

If your team needs help or volunteers for upcoming events, email
the office to advertise here!

mailto:slewis@cchartford.org
mailto:pastor@cchartford.org
mailto:ehearst@cchartford.org


Updates From The Church Office:

Greetings, Center Church!

 The Church Office is closed on Fridays.
It is open Monday through Thursday from 9 AM to 4 PM.

The Church Office will be closed Monday, September 7th, in
observation of Labor Day.
Brenda Russell will be away September 10-15, 2026.
Brother Eric will be away September 24-28, 2026.
Steven Lewis will be away September 21-27, 2026.
 ﻿
These hours are subject to change, and we will do our best
to inform you of any departures.
 
Pastor Liza is in the office on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
Brother Eric's Sabbath days are Friday and Saturday. Carrie
has drop-in hours Tuesday from 5-9 PM and Fridays from 10
AM to 2 PM.
 
Outside of these hours, you can call and leave a voicemail
for our office staff.
 
Church Administrator Steven Lewis x 200
Pastor Liza Arulampalam x 202
Brother Eric Hearst x 209
Outreach Director Carrie Howe x 205
Music Director Bob Gilbert x 204
Bookkeeper Brenda Russell x 201

Warmest Blessings,
Your Church Office Team



This Week's Celebrations!

Happy Birthday!
  September 2 ~ Deborah Tuthill
September 12 ~ Violet St. Amant

September 13 ~ Larry Roeming (it’s a big one!)
September 14 ~ Ebony McMillan

September 15 ~ Arunan Arulampalam
 

Happy Anniversary!
 September 3 ~ Dan & Ann Theriault



September 9 ~ James & Lisa Thomas

﻿﻿Please remember to wish members
﻿of your church family a happy celebration!

"Let There Be Light" Memorials

If you would like to light the
steeple in memory or honor of
a loved one, please e-mail the

Church Office to make
arrangements.

﻿

The Meeting House steeple will be lighted this week
as follows:

September 1 ~ In memory of Beulah W. Pinks,
by the Business and Professional Women of Center Church

September 4 ~ In loving memory of Catherine P. More,
by Irene L. Canfield

September 5 ~ In loving memory of Elvie Cleaves Schuler,
by her husband, the late Arthur C. Schuler

September 6 ~ In memory of Ernest L. Mitton, on their wedding
anniversary, by his late wife

September 7 ~ In memory of Frank G. Smith, by Mrs. Mildred W. Brooks
September 7 ~ In loving memory of Frances Parent, by her brothers

September 8 ~ In memory of Miss Bertha M. Fischer, by her nieces and
nephews

September 9 ~ In memory of Mr. and Mrs. James Rowe by their daughter
and son-in-law,

Mr. and Mrs. Eric Hutchinson
September 9 ~ In honor of Merle and Phil Keeler on their 60th wedding

anniversary, 1986
September 9 ~ In remembrance of Gladys L. Newsham, a wonderful

friend, by Margaret Rankin and Doris Reed
September 9 ~ In memory of Greg Sanders, with love and respect

from the Center Church men’s lunch group, “The Romeos”
September 10 ~ In memory of Martha Lizwell Studley, by her sister, the

late Emma Morse
September 11 ~ In memory of Miss Minnie Frederica Fischer, by her

nieces and nephews
September 12 ~ In memory of Morgan M. Kilby, Kuai, Hawaii, by his

parents, the late Mr. and Mrs. Charles C. Kilby

mailto:info@cchartford.org
mailto:info@cchartford.org


September 13 ~ In memory of Gladys Chase Kopp, by the late Jeannette
Chase Hatton

September 14 ~ As a tribute to a sister and her husband Sherwood F. &
Edwina Pabst Jeter, Jr. by Bertha E. Pabst

September 15 ~ In memory of Edward M. Hutton, II (Teddy), by his
grandfather,

the late Malcolm Barton

Who do I talk to about...?

Who do I talk to about...?
With so many folks engaged in
the many ministries at Center

Church, it's sometimes hard to
know where to direct our

questions.

Fortunately, the CET and the Care Team have
put together a helpful sheet which answers
some of those questions.

Follow the link below to
download the chart:

Care Team Contact Chart

Looking to be More Involved?
Connect with a Center Church Team!

Let us know if you're interested in being a part of our teams! Fill
out this form to show your interest!

The Worship Team:
Contact Steven Lewis,
slewis@cchartford.org

The Care Team:
Contact Larry Roeming,
LDRinCT@gmail.com

The Faith Formation Team: 
Contact Rev. Dr. Eric Hearst,
ehearst@cchartford.org

﻿The Resource Team:
Contact David Maclean,
macleand596@gmail.com

﻿The Community Relations Team:
Contact Church Office,
cctech@cchartford.org

The Visionary Team:

https://files.constantcontact.com/bf22840a001/8c1af980-67de-4e93-aa60-f1fc7d041fe2.pdf
https://forms.gle/86JrtSfjJrwZR43Q8
https://forms.gle/86JrtSfjJrwZR43Q8
mailto:slewis@cchartford.org
mailto:LDRinCT@gmail.com
mailto:ehearst@cchartford.org
http://macleand596@gmail.com/
mailto:cctech@cchartford.org


The Outreach Team: 
Contact Anita Hawkins,
anitasfarm1010@gmail.com

The History Team: 
Contact Andre Keitt,
corykit1@yahoo.com

Contact: Lesley Morgan-Thompson
l.morganthompson@gmail.com 
The Music the Arts Committee:
Contact: Kate Robinson,
kate@gallorobinson.com

The Outreach Corner at
Lewis and Gold

Carrie's office hours are Wednesdays (10 AM - 2 PM) & Fridays
(10AM - 3 PM); on the ground floor of the Church House
building, at 60 Gold Street.

We are always taking donations for:

Milk or coffee cream
Bottled Water
Hot chocolate 
Large Aluminum Food Trays
Aluminum Foil
Hygiene Items
Gift Cards

Carrie Howe is available to receive donations anytime!
If you have a question regarding the meal program or if

you'd like to volunteer, please contact Carrie!
Cell - 860-778-1210

chowe@cchartford.org

You can also call Steven at the Church Office (ext. 200) to arrange
your drop off. Your generosity helps our Outreach Team continue
to care for our Hartford neighbors! Thank you so much!

Center Church BED FUNDS at Hartford Hospital
﻿Need help paying for medical or dental bills at Hartford Hospital?

Have a friend or family member in need?
Center Church BED FUNDS

may be available!

Click HERE to download information,
or send your inquiries to info@CCHartford.org,

or call Steven at the Church House,
860-249-5631 ext 200

mailto:corykit1@yahoo.com
mailto:l.morganthompson@gmail.com
mailto:kate@gallorobinson.com
https://centerchurchhartford.org/
https://centerchurchhartford.org/
https://files.constantcontact.com/bf22840a001/a4bc0730-3275-4f14-8ba7-62969c2d079b.docx
mailto:info@CCHartford.org


Offerings
We truly appreciate those who continue to offer financial support! Remember, you can do
so in three ways:

1. Send a check payable to "First Church of Christ in Hartford" to 60 Gold Street,
Hartford, CT 06103;

2. Set up EFT (Electronic Fund Transfer) by contacting Brenda at the Church
Office: (860) 249-5631; or

3. Click the donate link on our website to use your credit card.

Church Office Hours
Monday- Thursday, 9:30am-3:30 pm

(Closed Fridays)

See and Share Us On Social Media:
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