


Worship with us this Week!

Sunday, Feb. 1, at 10:30 AM,
In Person & Online

Blessings, Center Church!
Happy Wednesday Center Church!

We have God's blessing to be SALTY, especially in a cold,
ice-y world. In Matthew 5:13, Jesus says,

“You are the salt of the earth."

Not become salt, but you already are salt. The mandate is,
"be what you are, be who you are called to be."

The thing about salt is that it only takes a little bit to make a
big difference - a sprinkle on a chocolate chip cookie, for
example, makes something wonderful absolutely sublime.

We are called to do what we can, in whatever way we can,
for nothing is too small. In fact, it might be the littlest bit that
makes all the difference.




Stay SALTY, beloved.
~The Worship Team

A Special Message
from Outreach Director Carrie Howe

We continue to operate extended hours as we are in Cold
Weather Protocol until the freezing cold temperatures break.
This means we will continue to have shelter staff and guests at
60 Gold Street beyond the overnight hours. If you know of or
encounter someone who needs a safe place to stay during this
timeframe, please share this information with them.

As members of the congregation you can support us to keep
our guests fed. If you (or more than one of you) are able and
willing to prepare food or help us to provide food that would be
greatly appreciated.

Some foods that are easily prepared and shared include chilis,
pasta dishes and sandwiches. For more information, about how
you can help please reach out to Carrie Howe directly, either by
email or by phone.

Carrie Howe
Outreach Director

office: 860.249.5631 ext. 205
cell: 860.778.1210
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Other Fellow Other Fellow
. : s Center Church Camp Asto Wamah

Columbia, Connecticut
www.campastowamah.org
Founded in 1910

Camp Asto Wamabh is a non-sectarian residential summer
camp open to children ages & through 14, Camp Asto
Wamah does not discriminate for reasons of race,
religion, color, national origin, gender, sexual
orientation, gender identity, or disability.

Chris Maclean will continue to serve as the camp director.
He is employed as a school counselor in Connecticut public
schools and has been the camp director for many years.

There will be 3 two-week sessions.
The coed session is the only one-week session.

June 28 to July 4 coed, ages 8to 12
July 5 to July 18 all boys, ages 8 to 14
July 19 to August 1 all girls, ages 8 to 14

August 2 to August 15 all girls, ages 8 to 14

The 2026 registration fee of 550 is due at the time
of registration and is not refundable or deductible
from the camp fee of 5750 per week.

Center Church Camp Asto Wamah is
licensed by the State of Connecticut
and accredited by the American Camp
Association.

For further information:
Call (203) 631-0167 or
email campastowamahCT@gmail.com

From the
Property Subcommittee
Winter Updates

Warm Greetings Center Church,

For the last few months a small group has been meeting together to discuss a plan
for addressing the more pressing structural issues related to our two historic
properties.




A short but incomplete list we’re looking at includes:

¢ Repairs and Maintenance to the Slate Roof
Structural and Cosmetic Repairs to the Meetinghouse Roofline
Drainage and Masonry Repair and Preservation at both properties
Structural and Cosmetic Repairs to the main entrance of 60 Gold Street
Water Damage to the south facade, basement ceiling and underground walls
of 60 Gold Street

We have completed a survey of the damage with the help of architect Tim Brewer
to identify potential Project Managers. We have also begun drafting a Request for
Proposal and Qualifications (RFP/Q) to send out to these would-be contractors.

We expect to meet with engineers soon, who can advise and inform us as we move
forward. As we move along on the process we will continue to keep the
congregation updated. We are currently using Capital Improvement Funds to
finance the preliminary stages of our project but as more information becomes
available about the full scope and cost of the project, we anticipate fundraising
efforts that include grant writing, outside donations and a thorough exploration of
other revenue streams.

If you have any interest in joining the Property Subcommittee Working Group,
please contact David Maclean or Larry Roeming.

In Faith,

The Property Subcommittee
David Maclean, Larry Roeming,
Andrea Olson & Steven Lewis

Come and Dance!

Gospel House Music Event
Feb. 15 at 3 PM







* Laundry Detergent
* Non-Perishable Food Items
* Gently-used or new winter hats, gloves or warm socks

Ash Wednesday and the start of

the season of Lent, is Feb 18.
Ash Sunday will be Feb. 22.

A LENTEN REFRAIN
THE JOURNEY BEGINS FEB. 18

[The ampersand] could represent our winding Lenten
journey; the curves mimic the cycles of our faith ... the
repetitive patterns that can both trap or ground us.
~ Mostly, [it] emphasizes God’s holy ‘and.’

When we become weary from the motion blur chaos of
our lives, God promises that there is always more to the
story—death does not have the last word.

In the ampersand, in God'’s sacred ‘and,’ the chaos is
contained, held, and transformed into beauty with the
light of sunrise on resurrection morning.”

— THE REVS. LAUREN WRIGHT PITTMAN & LISLE GWYNN GARRITY
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@ center church

the first church of christ UCC

THE CENTER ANGEL
@ LEWIS & GOLD

Winter Open Hours
by appointment only.

Reach out for assistance with
Help with photo ID, birth certificates & other documents.
Assistance with paperwork or applications for services.

Ben & Friends Community Breakfast: 7-8 AM
2" & 4" Saturdays from Dec through March

IFree & Confidential HI'V and Hepatitis TESTING
with CTHRA, 48 Tuesdays, 11AM-1PM

. ___________________________________________________________________________J
To learn more about The Center Angel at Center

Church, please email Outreach Director
Carrie Howe: chowe@cchartford.org
M 860.249.5631 @ centerchurchhartford.org

The Center Angel @ Lewis & Gold is a mission initiative of
The First Church of Christ in Hartford, “Center Church,” a 501 c3 non-profit organization.

From the Visionary Team

Winter Updates

The Visionary Team has identified three areas for our community to
focus on in the coming program year, based on notes from our May
church retreat:

* Increase the engagement of children in worship in multiple ways.

+ Create a short-term Faith Formation Strategy Team to create a
vision for our ministries with children and youth. The group met










center church

the first church of christ UCC

JOIN CENTER CHURCH FOR
THIS BOOK STUDY WINTER 2026

ALL BOOK STUDIES TAKE PLACE ONLINE VIA ZOOM

Where Do We Go From Here: Chaos or Community?
by The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther KW\@, Jr. from Beacon Press

In 1967, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., isolated himself from the
demands of the civil rights movement, rented a house in
Jamaica with no telephone, and labored over his final
manuscript. In this significantly prophetic work, which has been
unavailable for more than ten years, we find King's acute
analysis of American race relations and the state of the
movement after a decade of civil rights efforts.

JAN 15, 29 & FEB 12, 26
Sign up using the QR Code Below

Discussions will take place at :
two week intervals to allow time | §#*
for reading and to prepare for
(what we hope will be)
robust conversation
& engagement with
Dr. King's writing.

f Greater Hartford
— |nterfaith —
Action Alliance

GHIAA Winter Updates

We have three action updates to share with you this week.
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THE TEACHERS’ LIBRARY
AT CENTER CHURCH, HARTFORD, CT
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WHAT WAS WHAT WAS

Center Church's History Team is seeking members and community partners who
are excited by the long history of Center Church and who are interested in
connected to our community near and far through that history.

To name a few of the local partners with whom we're currently working - Trinity
College, Hartford International University for Religion and Peace, the Harriet
Beecher Stowe Center for Literary Activism, The Mark Twain House and Museum,
Opera CT, Liberty Christian Center International, The Slater Museum in Norwich
and of course, the Official Royal House of Sori.

We're also currently exploring partnerships with the Congregational Library and
Archives in Boston, MA, Warburton Community Congregational Church in Hartford,
CT, and Temple University.

In the coming months, the History Team will be finalizing its programming for
Hartford's celebration of America's 250th Birthday. Center Church and the
Teacher's Library are America 250 CT, working closely with the City's ad hoc
commission as well as with the Statewide commission and are very excited to be a
part of this inventive and expansive definition of what America is and can be for the










Music Director Bob Gilbert x 204
Bookkeeper Brenda Russell x 201

Warmest Blessings,
Your Church Office Team

center ch

www.centerchurchhartford.org @
@centerchurchhartford@:
m wacebook.com/icenterchurchhartford(e;

CREATION JUSTICE CHURCHES

(~3
This Week's Celebrations!

Happy Birthday!

February 6 ~ Mark Fisher
February 7 ~ Claire Woodbridge MacKenzie
February 9 ~ Graeme MacKenzie
















