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Welcome to Worship at Center Church! 
We are delighted that you are with us today. 

 
  



  



FIRST SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY – WHAT DO YOU FEAR? 

COMMUNION SUNDAY 
Cover Art: ‘King Tingz’ by Nic Faison 

 

*Please rise in body or spirit. 
  
CHIMES 

ORGAN PRELUDE Greensleeves R. Vaugh-Williams 
 
CHORAL INTROIT Lo, How a Rose ‘ere Blooming M. Praetorius 

Warburton Music Interns 
 
WELCOME & LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT*† 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
 
One: In the dark of morning, 
All: the stars still shine. 

In the depth of winter, 
the birds still climb. 
At the start of the year, 
tender and new, 
God is here. 
God is near. 
Do not rest in your fear. 
God is here. 
So like the stars and the birds, 
Let us worship holy God. 

 
*OPENING CAROL (insert, next page) We Three Kings KINGS OF ORIENT 

The congregation is invited to sing along to verses 1&5; 
Emily Gillespie, Ian Duncan and Mica Guzman, soloists, verses 2, 3, & 4 

 
  
  



 



*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 
A TIME FOR CHILDREN 
The congregation sings as the children head to their classrooms. 
 
Go, Tell it on the Mountain, African American Spiritual 
Over the hills and everywhere! 
Go, tell it on the mountain, 
That Jesus Christ is born! 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
God of the Stars, 
like the magi, 
we come to this place searching for you. 
So today, just like every day, 
we ask that you would remove any barricades that keep us from your Spirit. 
Clear out the distractions. 
Wipe away the doubt. 
Open up our hearts, 
and speak to us through these ancient words. 
And as you do, 
we will keep walking. 
As you do, 
we will move toward you. 
With hope we pray, 
amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE  Matthew 2: 1-12, 16-18 
 
SERMON   “Looking Up”      Rev. Deb Moyer 
 
*HYMN (insert, next page) We’ve Seen Your Face  W ŻŁOBIE LEŻY 
 To the tune of ‘Infant Holy, Infant Lowly’ 

  
 
  



 
  



CALL TO CONFESSION 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison) 
 
Ever-loving God, 
we long for Christmas to usher in a season of peace and joy.  
However, we know that is not how the world works.  
Even just days after Christmas, we find ourselves face to face with fear once again. 
So today we pray— 
forgive us when we allow fear to stop us in our tracks. 
Forgive us when our own fear prevents us from following your call. 
Forgive us when fear is louder than love. 
Show us how to turn our fear into action. 
Show us how to live like the magi who searched for you in a fearful world. 
With hope we pray, amen. 
 
WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 
 
One: Family of Faith, 

whether you are brave and courageous or fearful and timid, 
God’s love for you knows no end. So join me in these words of forgiveness: 

 
All: Whether fear inspires us to action, 

or stops us dead in our tracks, 
God’s love for us is boundless. 
We are seen. 
We are surrounded with grace. 
We are sent to serve. 
Thanks be to God! Amen. 

 
SUNG RESPONSE NCH 126 v. 4 
 

Saints, before the altar bending,  
watching long in hope and fear, 
Suddenly, your prayers attending, 
Christ beside you shall appear. 
Come and worship, come and worship,  
Worship Christ, give thanks and sing. 

 
 
  



SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
Invitation to the Table 
 
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving & The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Sharing of the Elements & Star Word Ritual 

Today, we invite you to come to the table to receive Holy Communion along with a star 
word to guide you in seeking God this year.  
After receiving Bread and Cup, proceed to the communion table and led by the Holy Spirit, 
choose your word for the coming year.  

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (Unison) 
 

Holy God, you always show up.  
Even in our fear, even in times of uncertainty,  
even when we can’t seem to take the next step,  
you are with us.  
You are behind us, before us, and beside us,  
hemming us in with your love.  
As we sit with these star words,  
open our hearts to the wisdom they hold.  
Keep our minds nimble and flexible,  
awake to the constellation of meanings we may find in a single word.  
May they challenge us, comfort us, and call us forward.  
Let these words be a reminder of your presence with us. 
May they give us courage and guidance for the year ahead.  
Let them shine in the dark, pointing us toward you.  
And at the end of this year, may we look back at the paths we took  
and see how in every moment,  
you journeyed with us.  
Gratefully we pray, amen. 

 
  



CALL TO OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY He Shall Feed His Flock G. F. Handel 

Mica Guzman, Alto 
 
*DOXOLOGY NCH 135 (refrain) 
 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him,  
Christ the Lord! 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
*CLOSING CAROL NCH 139 The First Nowell (vs. 3-5) THE FIRST NOWELL
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
In a fearful world,  
may you look for God’s spirit. 
May you reach for each other’s hands. 
May you choose courage whenever you can. 
And in all things, may you remember  
that good news is louder than fear.  
In the name of  

the one who calls,  
the one who sends,  
and the one who journeys with— 

go in peace and  
be not afraid. 
Amen.  
 
CHORAL BENEDICTION 
 
ORGAN POSTLUDE Noël L. C. Dacquin 

 
 

Thank you to everyone who participated in today’s worship! 
  



  


