
 

 
An Open and Affirming Congregation  

of The United Church of Christ 
 

 

Order of Worship for  

October 26, 2025   10:30 am 
Welcome to Center Church! 

We are delighted that you are with us today. 
 

 



ORDER OF WORSHIP – OCTOBER 26, 2025 
A SEASON OF STEWARDSHIP – WEEK 3: REIMAGINE 

 

*Please rise in body or spirit. 
  

GATHERING MUSIC   Dan Theriault 
 

WELCOME & LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT*† 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
 
One:  Can you imagine unfettered love? Free and bold, wild and true, the kind of love that changes 

you?  
Can you imagine a home—safe and bright, with impromptu dancing, meals around the table, 
and laughter late into the night?  
Can you imagine faith like a compass that guides the way you shop and vote, the way you 
love and hope; that asks questions and yet still believes, even despite uncertainty?  
Can you imagine a world where trees, bees, and all living things grow wild and free? Where 
peace is the narrative and hope is the currency? A world where news stories are testimonies 
and funerals are far between?  
Can you imagine?  

 
All:  Yes, we can imagine. 
 
One:  Today in worship, dare to dream. Dare to imagine what could be. And pay attention, for God 

is here, in wandering thoughts, hopes, and prayers.  
 
All:  Let us worship holy God, that great, unfettered love.   
 
PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
 

Generous and loving God, 
 You see beyond appearances to the heart. 
 As the widow offered all she had, 
 and as your people left grain for the poor and the stranger, 
 teach us to worship with open hearts and willing hands. 
 Fill this time with your Spirit, 
 that our giving, our listening, and our living 
 may honor you and bless your world. 
 Amen.  



*OPENING SONG Open the Eyes of My Heart, Lord M. W. Smith 
 
Open the eyes of my heart, Lord 
Open the eyes of my heart 
I want to see You, I want to see You 
Open the eyes of my heart, Lord 
Open the eyes of my heart 
I want to see You, I want to see You 
 
To see You high and lifted up 
Shinin' in the light of Your glory 
Pour out Your power and love 
As we sing holy, holy, holy 
 
Holy, holy, holy 
Holy, holy, holy 
Holy, holy, holy 
I want to see You 
 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 
A TIME FOR CHILDREN Ms. Ebony McMillan 
 
Children are dismissed to classrooms as the congregation sings… 
 
Halle, halle, halle-lu-jah, 
Halle, halle, halle-lu-jah, 
Halle, halle, halle-lu-jah, 
Hallelujah, Hallelujah! 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
SCRIPTURE  Leviticus 19: 9-10; 25:8-12 – The Year of Jubiliee 

Matthew 12: 38-44 – The Widow’s Mite 
 
 
SERMON   "Remembering the Other: The Sacred Practice of Leaving and Giving"  

The Rev. Dr. Eric J. Hearst 
  
  



*HYMN OF RESPONSE I Surrender All (Insert)                         SURRENDER 
 

   



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
CALL TO OFFERING 

 
OFFERTORY  Blessings 

Written and performed by Logan Singerman 
 
*DOXOLOGY Give Thanks 
 
Give thanks with a grateful heart, 
give thanks to the Holy One; 
give thanks, because he’s given 
Jesus Christ, his Son. 
 
And now let the weak say ‘I am strong’, 
let the poor say ‘I am rich’, 
because of what the Lord has done for us, Give Thanks. 
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
 
 
  



*CLOSING SONG Take My Life and Let it Be C. Tomlin 
 
Take my life and let it be consecrated to Thee 
Take my moments and my days, let them flow in ceaseless praise 
Take my hands and let them move at the impulse of Thy love 
Take my feet and let them be swift and beautiful for Thee 
 
Take my voice and let me sing always, only for my King 
Take my lips and let them be filled with messages from Thee 
Take my silver and my gold, not a might would I withhold 
Take my intellect and use every power as You choose 
 
Here am I, all of me, take my life, it's all for Thee 
 
Take my will and make it Thine, it shall be no longer mine 
Take my heart, it is Thine own, it shall be Thy royal throne 
Take my love, my Lord I pour at Your feet, it's treasure store 
Take myself and I will be ever, only, all for Thee 
 
Here am I, all of me, take my life, it's all for Thee 
Here am I, all of me, take my life, it's all for Thee 
Here am I, all of me, take my life, it's all for Thee 
(Take my life, Lord, take my life, take all of me) 
Here am I, all of me, take my life, it's all for Thee 
 
  



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BENEDICTION (Responsive)  
 
Leader:  Go now, as people who have seen the heart of God— 
   a God who honors the humble and lifts up the lowly. 
People: We go to give, not from what we have left, 

but from hearts filled with gratitude and faith. 
Leader:  Remember the command of the Lord: 
   Leave the edges of your field for the poor and the stranger. 
People: We will make room in our lives for others, 

sharing what God has so freely given. 
Leader: May the God of abundance bless and keep you, 

the Christ who gave everything guide you, 
and the Spirit of generosity dwell richly within you— 
now and always. 

People: Amen. 
 
 
SENDING FORTH Take My Life and Let it Be (Reprise) 

 
 

Thank you to everyone who participated in worship. Go in Peace! 
  


