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We are the

Body of Christ
​Together!

In Person & Online!

This Week in Worship - Sunday, Oct. 5

Join us at 10:30 AM -
675 Main Street



Worship with us this Week!

Sunday, October 5 at 10:30 AM,
In Person - and Online!

Happy Wednesday, Center Church!

This week we will celebrate with our siblings in Christ all around the world
as we mark World Communion Sunday. Pastor Liza will lead us in worship
and share the last sermon in a series of four about Thriving. We'll have
special music from Fiji and the Pacific Islands, choice greetings from El
Salvador and communion elements from all around the world. Join us as we
be the Church in its most diverse and beautiful sense!

We're looking forward to seeing you there, starting at 10:30!

Blessings, and Peace,

~The Worship Team

The Church At Prayer

We are keeping the following members, friends and their
families in our prayers this week. If you have prayer concerns to
share, please email Pastor Liza, pastor@cchartford.org, or the
Care Team, careteam@cchartford.org.



The family and friends of Frances E. Burton; Ephraim Adams and Nancy
J. Adams; Gilberto Mercado and family; The family and friends of
Christine "Chrissy" Camacho; Marilyn Watson; Richard Markham and
family; Tina Bobbitt; Lita Rathnam; Cyndi Taplin and family; the
Macomber family, Dimekwan French and the French family; Diane
Dwelley, Rev. Isaac Lawson, Anita Hawkins,...

From the Visionary Team
Fall Updates

The Visionary Team has identified three areas for our community to focus on
in the coming program year, based on notes from our May church retreat:

Increase the engagement of children in worship in multiple ways.

Create a short-term Faith Formation Strategy Team to create a vision
for our ministries with children and youth. The team would work starting
in September, would make budget recommendations for the
congregational budget meeting in November, and would report to the
congregation at our Annual Meeting next spring. We commissioned this
working group in worship on Sunday. They will have their first meeting
this week and will meet regularly through November.

Start a small group to move forward with exploring the creation of a
501(c)(3) that will help support our ministries with folks in transition.
This group held their first meeting last week. More updates to come!

Many thanks to everyone who participated in the retreat and provided input
and prayers in support of our two priority ministries! There is still time to join
one of these working groups; simply email Lesley Morgan Thompson with
your interest!

~ The Visionary Team
Lesley Morgan Thompson, Alvin Thompson, Chris Graesser,

Catherine Thompson Maclean, Brother Eric J. Hearst, Steven Lewis
If you are interested in being a part of Visionary Team, Center Church's
discernment process, planning retreats or facilitating discussions
about discernment please contact Lesley Morgan Thompson for more
information.
Faith Formation Working Group

Kurt Moyer
Deb Moyer
Tolu Atanda
Martha Rae Sunshine Nelson
Carrie Howe
Lesley Morgan Thompson
Brother Eric J. Hearst



501(c)3 Working Group
Holly Wells
Carrie Howe
Chris Graesser
Steven Lewis
Brother Eric J. Hearst
Pastor Liza

Announcing our Fall Book Study!
Join us as we partner with Third Congregational Church of Middletown in a
book study of "Reckoning with History," by the Rev. Dr. William Yoo, our
Freedom Trail Sunday guest preacher. Our first three sessions will begin on
October 23rd and will be virtual. Our fourth and final session will be in
person at Third Congregational Church on Sunday, November 16th.

If you are interested, please sign-up at the link below. We are



inviting folks to bring a shareable item to the final session of the
study where we can discuss the book and have a time of
fellowship with our sister church and book study co-participants.

Sign up for the book study here!

Are you interested in Joining
​Center Church as a Member?!

Come to our luncheon and find out more about membership!

Have you been visiting for a while and are curious about becoming a Member
of Center Church? In the United Church of Christ, members are the true



leaders of the church! That means YOU :) 

Pastor Liza is gathering names of folks who want to learn more ahead of the
November 2025 budget vote. Email her at pastor@cchartford.org to add your
name to the list, and we hope to see you on October 12!

Celebrate 25 Years of ONA at Immanuel UCC

Our sister congregation, Immanuel UCC, is celebrating 25 years of ONA this year!
To celebrate they've invited a number of speakers to join them. The first event is
October 17, 2025 at 7 PM, and they've invited Attorney Jennifer L. Levi from
GLAD Law.

Jennifer L. Levi is the Senior Director of Transgender and Queer Rights and a
nationally recognized expert on transgender legal issues. Levi led the legal fight
against President Trump’s transgender military ban in both Doe v. Trump and
Stockman v. Trump. Levi has also been a leader in working on harm reduction for
incarcerated transgender people. Levi was co-counsel in two landmark marriage
equality cases, winning the freedom to marry for same-sex couples in
Massachusetts (Goodridge v. Department of Public Health, 2003) and
Connecticut (Kerrigan v. Department of Public Health, 2008).

Through strategic litigation, public policy advocacy, and education, GLBTQ Legal
Advocates & Defenders (GLAD Law) works in New England and nationally to
create a just society free of discrimination based on gender identity and
expression, HIV status, and sexual orientation.

SAVE THESE
DATES!!!
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Music and the Arts

center church
the first church of christ UCС

"AN A CAPELLA

EXTRAVAGANZA

a fundraiser for Center Churchis

Outreach Mission Programs

at

Concert Features Rubyfruit, Notes over Storrs,
the uConn Conn-Men and The Rolling Tones

Rubyfruit The Rolling Tones

ОСТ. 19, 2025 4PM

675 MAIN ST., HARTFORD, CT
There is free parking on the street and in the Traveler's Garage on Prospect St.

All Music and Arts programs are free concerts, made possible by donations

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT CENTERCHURCHHARTFORD.ORG



Calling all Center
Church Youth

(and their Adults)!
Join youth from Faith Congregational, Immanuel

Congregational, First Church Middletown and Riverfront
Community Church in the Central CT Youth Group.



This group is open to those in 6th - 12th grade, born in
2007-2013. Youth receive an extravagant welcome and
hospitality in a safe, affirming place. Community meals,
supportive mentorship, fun games, hot topic discussions
and exploration of a variety of prayer and contemplative
practices are features of these twice-monthly
gatherings!
 
Reach out to Brother Eric to learn more and to sign up!

We're Hiring at
Center Church!



We're now taking applications for
Winter Shelter Monitors!

From the Indeed Job Listing:
Center Church’s Overnight Warming Center aims to meet the immediate
needs of our guests by providing them with a warm, safe and welcoming
space to spend the nights during the winter months, from December 1,
2025 to April 1, 2026.

This is the third year that we have offered an overnight warming center.
Our shelter seeks to not only provide a warm and safe space for each of
our guests, but also to provide a space where each individual is treated
with dignity and respect.

Warming Center Monitors supervise the guest activities of the warming
center and ensure compliance with program rules and expectations. They
ensure the safety of the guests and the security and cleanliness of the
facility. Warming Center Monitors are key to a team approach and
commitment to ending homelessness in Hartford working from a Housing



First, Person-Centered approach.

We are only considering candidates at this time who can work late nights,
early mornings, or weekends.

If you know someone who would be a great fit, share this posting with
them. Interested persons should email their resume to Center Church
Office Administrator, Steven Lewis, slewis@cchartford.org.

View the Job Posting online.

A GHIAA Call to Action -
Love Thy Immigrant Neighbor

Monday, Oct. 6, 11AM-1PM

Love Thy Immigrant Neighbor

People of faith and conscience call on Gov. Lamont and other state leaders
to pass meaningful immigrant protections this fall.

11:00   Vigil at the Federal Building, 450 Main St, Hartford
(bilingual Spanish/English – bilingüe español/inglés)
11:30   March to the State Capitol, 210 Capitol Ave
(0.6 mile walk)
12:00   Rally at the Capitol for Immigrant Protections
(Spanish interpretation available – interpretación al español disponible)

Use this form to let us know that you’ll join us. And feel free to meet us at
the Capitol at noon if that’s what works for your body or your schedule.

Please invite your friends, family, colleagues, neighbors, and fellow
congregants to join you. As always, we ask that you extend these invitations
through relationships and relational networks. You can share this flyer if
you’d like.

Thank you, as always, for showing up faithfully for the ongoing
work of justice.

Peace,
Jocelyn and the GHIAA Team

Join Us this Fall as we



Thrive!

Seeking the Hart of God for A City Where All Can Thrive
Thrive: to grow vigorously; flourish; to progress toward or realize a
goal despite or because of circumstances.

Study after study has presented reasons why churches in the United States
are in a state of decline. And yet, there is a deep need for spiritual community
and the Church to function well in our rapidly evolving world.

Dr. Ruth A. Fletcher researched hundreds of congregations and wrote a book
entitled, Thrive: Spiritual Habits of Transforming Congregations. 

In the book she presents words, images, and stories of how congregations
transform into what were churches in decline or plateaued into thriving
communities of faith.

This fall we will spend 4 weeks diving into her 4 major themes for transforming
congregations: Connect with the Spirit, Connect with Purpose, Connect
with Community, and Connect with the World. Together, we will imagine
new ways for our community not just to survive, but to Thrive in the HART of
this city.



From the ​Center Church
History Team

​The Center Church History Team has
engaged Dr. Andrew Gardner to
research the life and legacy of our tenth
pastor, the Rev. Joel Hawes. Hawes
served Center Church from 1818 to
1864. Dr. Gardner has recently
completed his article and is in the



process of submitting it for publication.

Dr. Gardner's first lecture will be on
October 15th, online, at 7 PM. We
hope you'll join us as he debuts his
interesting research!

Rev. Joel Hawes, served
as the 10th Pastor of
Center Church from
1818 to 1864.

Read all about it, as well as more about Rev. Joel Hawes and Dr. Gardner's
ongoing research on Dr. Gardner's Blog, linked below:

Research Notes: Politics in the Pulpit
And if you're interested in History or Research and want
to be involved in the exciting things the History Team is
doing, email co-chair Andre Keitt or Brother Eric!



Center Church
Teams:

Help Wanted
Community Board

The Outreach Team is looking for Volunteers to help with our
Sunday Morning Coffee Ministry and for folks who are passionate
about the missions of Center Church. For more information,
contact Anita Hawkins or Cynthia Taplin.
The Worship Team is seeking volunteers to help with liturgy,
ushering, and greeting. Email Steven or Pastor Liza to find out how
you can help.
The Faith Formation Team is looking for help planning future
events for our kiddos and church community. Email Brother Eric to
find out more!
If your team needs help or volunteers for upcoming events, email
the office to advertise here!

Updates From The Church Office:

Greetings, Center Church!
 
The Office is closed on Fridays. It is open Monday through
Thursday from 9 AM to 4 PM.

These hours are subject to change, and we will do our best to
inform you of any departures.

Pastor Liza is in the office on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Brother
Eric's sabbath days are Friday and Saturday. Carrie has drop-in
hours Wednesday and Fridays from 10 to 2.
Outside of these hours, you can leave a call and leave a
voicemail for our office staff.
Church Administrator Steven Lewis x 200



Pastor Liza Arulampalam x 202
Brother Eric Hearst x 209
Outreach Director Carrie Howe x 205
Music Director Bob Gilbert x 204
Bookkeeper Brenda Russell x 201

Warmest Blessings,
Your Church Office Team

This Week's Celebrations!



Happy Birthday!
 

September 27 ~ Valerie Thaxter-Grant
October 1 ~ Angela Taveras
October 4 ~ Janice Lombardi

 
Happy Anniversary!

 
September 26 ~ Emily Markham and Dan Bertrand

(5 Years!)

​Please remember to wish members
​of your church family a happy celebration!

"Let There Be Light"
Memorials

The Meeting House steeple
will be lighted this week as

follows:
September 26 ~ In memory of

Mrs. Ernest A. Wells, by her
family and friends

 
September 27 ~ In memory of
Miss Mary Clissold Knapp, by

Center Church Women
 

September 27 ~ In loving
memory of Frederick Kegham

Boyajian,
by his wife Elizabeth, and

children Norman, Eli and Sara
 

September 30 ~ In memory of
Claire A. Boyd and Mary E.

Alexander
by daughter and niece, the late

Janice Boyd
 

September 30 ~ In loving

If you would like to light the
steeple in memory or honor
of a loved one, please e-mail

the Church Office to make
arrangements.

​



memory of Joseph Martin
Sherlock

by his son, Joseph Richard
Sherlock, and his great-
grandsons, Jack and Eric

Huizing
 

October 1 ~ In memory of Mr.
and Mrs. William J. Molowney,

by their daughter, the late Lucy
Annie Meacham

 
October 2 ~ As a tribute to the
late Rockwell Harmon Potter on

the anniversary of the
beginning of his pastorate at

Center Church, by Center
Church Women

 
October 3 ~ In memory of

Leslie Rounds, by his Christian
friends, Pauline Chen and the

late Janet Chen
 

October 4 ~ In memory of Mr.
and Mrs. Nicola Pagliarulo, by

their children

Who do I talk to about...?

Who do I talk to
about...?

With so many folks engaged in the
many ministries at Center Church,

it's sometimes hard to know
where to direct our questions.

Fortunately, the CET and the Care Team have put
together a helpful sheet which answers some of
those questions.



Follow the link below to
download the chart:

Care Team Contact Chart

Looking to be More Involved?
Connect with a Center Church Team!

Let us know if you're interested in being a part of our teams! Fill
out this form to show your interest!

The Worship Team:
Contact Steven Lewis,
slewis@cchartford.org

The Care Team:
Contact Larry Roeming,
LDRinCT@gmail.com

The Faith Formation Team: 
Contact Rev. Dr. Eric Hearst,
ehearst@cchartford.org

The Outreach Team: 
Contact Anita Hawkins,
anitasfarm1010@gmail.com

The History Team: 
Contact Andre Keitt,
corykit1@yahoo.com

​The Resource Team:
Contact David Maclean,
macleand596@gmail.com

The Community Relations Team:
Contact Church Office,
cctech@cchartford.org

The Visionary Team:
Contact: Lesley Morgan-Thompson
l.morganthompson@gmail.com 
The Music the Arts Committee:
Contact: Kate Robinson,
kate@gallorobinson.com

The Outreach Corner at
Lewis and Gold

Carrie's office hours are Wednesdays (10 AM - 2 PM) & Fridays
(10AM - 3 PM); on the ground floor of the Church House building, at
60 Gold Street.

We are always taking donations for:
Milk or coffee cream
Bottled Water
Hot chocolate 



Large Aluminum Food Trays
Aluminum Foil
Hygiene Items
Gift Cards

Carrie Howe is available to receive donations anytime!
If you have a question regarding the meal program or if you'd

like to volunteer, please contact Carrie!

Cell - 860-778-1210
chowe@cchartford.org

You can also call Steven at the Church Office (ext. 200) to
arrange your drop off. Your generosity helps our Outreach Team
continue to care for our Hartford neighbors! Thank you so much!

Center Church BED FUNDS at Hartford Hospital

​Need help paying for medical or dental bills at Hartford Hospital?
Have a friend or family member in need?

Center Church BED FUNDS
may be available!

Click HERE to download information,
or send your inquiries to info@CCHartford.org,

or call Steven at the Church House,
860-249-5631 ext 200

Offerings

We truly appreciate those who continue to offer financial support! Remember,
you can do so in three ways:

1. Send a check payable to "First Church of Christ in Hartford" to 60 Gold
Street, Hartford, CT 06103;

2. Set up EFT (Electronic Fund Transfer) by contacting Brenda at the Church
Office: (860) 249-5631; or

3. Click the donate link on our website to use your credit card.



Church Office Hours
Monday- Thursday, 9:30am-3:30 pm

(Closed Fridays)
See and Share Us On Social Media:

    

 

60 Gold Street, Hartford, CT 06103 · (860) 249-5631
www.centerchurchhartford.org

 

The First Church of Christ in Hartford | 60 Gold Street (Church House) Corner of Main &
Gold Streets (Meeting House) | Hartford, CT 06103 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice


