center church

the first church of christ UCC

An Open and Affirming Congregation
of The United Church of Christ

Order of Worship for
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Welcome to Worship at Center Church!
We are delighted that you are with us today.
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There's a vine in the South that covers everything.
It chokes out the light. Grows up to twelve inches per day.
In a matter of years, it will blanket a forest.

If you saw it from space, youd marvel at its reach.
If you saw it from the passenger seat, youd weep at
what it covers.

Those looking for fast shade plant this invasive vine.
Who can blame them? We're all impatient.

But if it's fruit you want—

the tart cherry,

the sticky sweet kumquat,

the soft side of a peach,

the crisp bite of an apple—

then bless the rain.

Thank the sun.

Put your hands in the dirt,

and wait.

Poem by
Rev. Sarah Speed




ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR MARCH 16, 2025
THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT
EVERYTHING IN BETWEEN: REST AND GROWTH

*Please rise in body or spirit.
ORGAN PRELUDE Blessed Are the Faithful Souls
WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP

One: Worship is a place to rest.
All: We breathe deeply here.
We still our aching bones.
We sit in the quiet.
We surround ourselves with music.
Worship is a place to rest.
Worship is a place to grow.
We listen for God’s word.
We invite it to challenge us.
We lean in with curiosity.
We ask questions.
Worship is a place to grow.
So come into this space.
Come rest and grow here.
For where two or more are gathered,
God is always there.
Let us worship our gracious God.

*OPENING HYMN NCH 193 In the Cross of Christ I Glory

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
Who do you think is going to win March Madness this year?

CHILDREN’S MOMENT

Congregation sings:

Amen, Amen! Amen, Amen, Amen! (2x)

This little light of mine, I’'m gonna let it shine! (2x)
Let it shine, let it shine to show my love.

J. Brahms

RATHBURN

Ms. Ebony McMillan




PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (Unison)

Creator God,

Your Word is like soil,

something we can root ourselves in.
Your Word is like the sun,

big enough to touch everything with its warmth.

And your Word is like a gardener,
a love that prunes and encourages,
waters and delights,

seeds and tends.

So, as we turn to your text today,
warm our bones,

tend to our broken pieces,

and show us how to grow.

With hope we pray,

Amen.

SCRIPTURE Luke 13: 6-9
SERMON In Between Rest and Growth

HYMN (/nsert) Beneath the Soil
v. 1-3, Warburton Music Interns, v. 4 Congregation

Rev. Liza Arulampalam

WINCHESTER OLD
Text by Anna Strickland, 2024




Words by Anna Strickland, 2024
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Music by George Kirbye, 1592

Be - neath the so - |l in the  dark there's
Re - mem - ber when the world de - mands more
The rest and nur - ture  we re - ceive will
In ev - ery sea - son of our lives the
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growth too slow to see A trans - for - ma - tion
than you can pro - duce We each grow at a
turn to  fruit in time For God made us to
Spi - it is at work To nur - ture us to
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not dis - played in bran - ches, fruit, and  leaves
diff - erent pace and  growth starts at  the  roots
grow and change as toward the sky we climb
bear good fruit while  root ed in  the  earth




PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE / LORD’S PRAYER
CALL TO CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)

Holy God,
There are days when we fail to rest.

We stretch ourselves too thin. We say “yes” to every invitation.
We run a million miles a minute. We ignore your command to rest.

There are also days when we fail to act.

We wait for someone else. We take the easy road.
We find excuses and justify our inaction.

God, forgive our imbalance.

Remind us that birds rest, and they also fly.
Show us how to do the same. Amen.

WORDS OF FORGIVENESS
CALL TO OFFERING

OFFERTORY When I Survey the Wonderous Cross
Center Church Choir

*DOXOLOGY NCH 780

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, you heavenly hosts:
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost!

G. Martin

OLD HUNDRETH




*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Unison)

We believe in a God who loves and tends to us like a gardener.

We believe that like the trees, some seasons are for growth,
and some seasons are for rest.

Some days require pruning,

and some require planting.

Fortunately, we believe that our green-thumbed God
sees us and cultivates the sweetest fruit.

So may we plant roots,

reach for the sky,

grow where we can,

and rest when we need,

for we believe there is holiness in the pruning and

in the planting. And we do not grow alone.

Thanks be to God,

Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN NCH 516 O Grant Us, God, A Little Space

BENEDICTION

As you leave this place,

may you find God in every messy middle.

May you know that the world is bigger than two sides.
May you trust that you are made in the image of God,
and therefore, you contain multitudes.

So may you move through this world with an open heart,

with a curious mind, and with the confidence that you do not go alone.

God is with you in the mountains,

in the valleys,

and everywhere in between.

Believe that good news, and go in peace.

ORGAN POSTLUDE Tu Es Petra (Thou art the Rock)

All members are encouraged to stay after worship for

WINCHESTER OLD

H. Mulet

the 391 Annual Meeting of the First Church of Christ in Hartford, “Center Church.”
For those who cannot stay, the meeting will be held simultaneously online, on Zoom.




