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Welcome to Worship at Center Church!
We are delighted that you are with us today.




ORDER OF WORSHIP - MARCH 2, 2025

TRANSFIGURATION SUNDAY - COMMUNION SUNDAY
Cover Art: “Glitch Transfiguration,” Kelly Latimore

*Please rise in body or spirit.

CHIMES

ORGAN PRELUDE Let Us Break Bread Together arr. D. Bish
WELCOME
CALL TO WORSHIP

One: There are times when God calls us to come and rest, to be at peace.
All: Wisdom meets us like a friend, settling our anxiety and bringing us comfort.
There are times when God comes to us through chaos and disorder.
Love moves like a mighty wind, troubling all efforts to dominate and control.
God brings stillness.
God stirs up.
God is restful and restorative.
God is wild and disruptive.
Let us welcome God in all Their forms, trusting the Spirit through confusion and clarity.

*OPENING HYMN NCH 182 We Have Come at Christ’s Own Bidding HYFRYDOL

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
How have you shown love to another this week?

A TIME FOR CHILDREN The Rev. Deb Moyer
The congregation sings as the children head to their classrooms.

Halle, Hallelujah, Halle-lu-jah! (3x)
Hallelujah, Halle-lu-jah!




SCRIPTURE Luke 9: 28-36

SERMON Sleepy, Happy, Confused, and Afraid Rev. Liza Arulampalam

*HYMN NCH 183 Jesus, Take Us to the Mountain

Vs. 1-3 Choir, Congregation join Vs. 4 & 5

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

One:

All:

One:

All:

Beloved, God is with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to God.

Let us give thanks to the Faithful One, our God.

It is good and beautiful to give God thanks and praise.

Creator God, we thank You. For, in the beginning

You said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.

The light shines in the darkness,

and the darkness cannot overcome it.

You claim us as Your people and covenant with us to be our God.

You set Your shining bow in the sky as a sign of Your faithfulness.

When we go from You, imprisoned by our wants and fears,

You set us free from all that oppresses us.

You lead us to freedom by a pillar of fire.

You give us Your Word, a lamp for our feet and a light on our path.
You give us Jesus, the light of the world.

Therefore, in gratitude, with all Creation, we sing your praise.

SILVER SPRING




SANCTUS NCH 793
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Ho - ly, ho - ly, bho-ly, my heart, my heart a - dores you!
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cor - a-z6n te sa - be de-cir: san - to e - res Dios.
heart is glad to  say the words: you are ho - ly, God.
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One: Blessed are all who come in your name,
and blessed is Jesus, Your Christ, the Light of the World.
All: The light of your grace shined in him.
He created for us a dwelling built not of walls but of light.
He fed the hungry and healed the broken.
He kindled Your light in us, whose spirits were dim,
and called us forth as Light for the world.
For His witness to justice, He was crucified,
but the darkness cannot overcome the light:
In love, You raised Him from the dead.
Even as he faced His death, He shone with the light of resurrection.

One: As long as we break this bread and share this cup,

We remember His death and resurrection until He comes again.
All: Therefore, remembering these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,

we offer ourselves in love, in holy self-giving,

in union with Christ’s self-giving,

as we proclaim the mystery of our faith:

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

THE LORD’S PRAYER




CALL TO OFFERING

Encounters with Divine Truth can leave us unsettled, confused, and even disturbed. At times, we
need these gifts of God to reveal to us the ways and places where we have grown apathetic,
complacent, or stuck. For the grace that comes to us, in forms both surprising and consistent, let
us bring our offerings with gratitude.

OFFERTORY Great Day* M. Curtis
Center Church Choir

Today’s anthem is composed by Dr. Marvin V. Curtis (b. 1951). Dr. Curtis’s works include "The City on the
Hill," commissioned for the 1993 Inauguration of President Clinton. Dr. Curtis is the first commissioned African
American composer to write a choral work for a presidential inauguration. Dr. Curtis was the first African
American Dean at Indiana University South Bend. Upon retiring in 2020, he was named Dean Emeritus and
Professor Emeritus of the Raclin School of the Arts at Indiana University South Bend. Previously, Dr. Curtis was
Assistant Dean of the College of Humanities and Social Sciences, Choral Director, and Chairman of the
Department of Performing and Fine Arts at Fayetteville State University in Fayetteville, North Carolina.

*The Choir had planned to sing this on Feb. 9" as part of our Black History Month recognition and celebration series, but the
snow had other ideas. We hope you will enjoy it this morning instead. At Center Church, we believe that celebrating Black
History should not be limited to only 28 days a year.

*DOXOLOGY NCH 780

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, you heavenly hosts:
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost!

* UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Spirit of Christ, when You reveal yourself to us through brooding darkness, ideas that
cloud our understanding, or relationships that upset our notions of normal, may we not
move too quickly from those Sacred experiences. Like the disciples on the mountain top,
may we trust that even in our spiritual confusion, You are working for good. With thanks
for Your love that challenges and comforts, we bring our gifts in service to Your will.
Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN NCH 204 “Take Up Your Cross,” The Savior Said
DEUS TUORUM MILITUM

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION




CHORAL BENEDICTION

ORGAN POSTLUDE Toccata in F D. Buxtehude

Thank you to everyone who participated in today’s worship!

Today'’s liturgy is adapted from the works of Casey Overton, an editor and contributor at
Enfleshed Ministries, and Steve Garnaas-Holmes, the editor and creator of Unfolding Light:
Daily Reflections and Worship Resources.




