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Welcome to Worship at Center Church!
We are delighted that you are with us today.




ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR FEBRUARY 16, 2025
SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

*Please rise in body or spirit.

PIANO PRELUDE Swing Low, Sweet Chariot African American Spiritual
arr. D. Reynolds

WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP

One: Blessed are those who trust in God, who delight to meditate on God’s law.
All: We long to hear the Word of God and let the Word shape our lives.
One: Blessed are all who seek the realm of God,

who hunger to find meaning in their lives.
All: We intend to give our best to our Creator,

bearing fruit in all we say and do.
One: Blessed are the ones who serve God with joy,

who risk all they have in faithfulness and hope.
All: 'We come now to worship and find new life,

to receive healing and empowerment for our journey.

PRAYER OF INVOCATION

Come, Holy God, to search our minds and try our hearts. Grant us in this hour wise counsel and
clear direction. Touch us, teach us; hear us, heal us. Send your Spirit to walk with us, as Christ
walked with the disciples long ago, that your realm may become for us a present reality as well
as a future hope. Grant us living water to quench our thirst and sound preaching to feed our
hunger. Amen.




*OPENING SONG Blessed Be the Name of the Lord C. Utterbach

vl. v2.

Blessed be the name of the Lord, Jesus is the name of the Lord,

Blessed be the name of the Lord, Jesus is the name of the Lord,

Blessed be the name of the Lord Most High! Jesus is the name of the Lord Most High!
(Repeat) (Repeat) To Chorus

Chorus v3.

The name of the Lord is a strong tower, Holy is the name of the Lord,

The righteous run into it, And they are Holy is the name of the Lord,

saved. (Repeat) Holy is the name of the Lord Most High!

(Repeat) To Chorus

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
What helps you relax at the end of a long work week?

CHILDREN’S MOMENT Rev. Dr. Eric J. Hearst
Congregation sings:

Halle, Hallelujah, Halle-lu-jah! (3x)

Hallelujah, Halle-lu-jah!

SCRIPTURE Luke 6: 1726

SERMON On the Level: Your Own Personal Jesus Rev. Dr. Eric J. Hearst
MUSICAL RESPONSE He Knows My Name T. Walker
vl. Chorus
I have a Maker He knows my name
He formed my heart He knows my every thought
Before even time began He sees each tear that falls
My life was in His hands And hears me when I call
v2.
I have a Father

He calls me His own
He'll never leave me
No matter where I go (to Chorus)




PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE / THE LORD’S PRAYER
CALL TO OFFERING
Quenched by living water, we are privileged to bear fruit. Contributing our material riches, we

discover unanticipated spiritual rewards. The blessings we share are multiplied in the service of
God. Let us give with joy. Freely we have received, freely we will give.

OFFERTORY Draw Me Close to You M. W. Smith
Center Church Choir

Draw me close to you No one else will do

Never let me go 'Cause nothing else can take your place

I lay it all down again To feel the warmth of your embrace

To hear you say that I'm your friend Help me find the way

You are my desire Bring me back to you

*DOXOLOGY Give Thanks D. Moen

Give thanks with a grateful heart; give thanks to the Holy One,
Give thanks because He's given Jesus Christ, His Son.

And now let the weak say, "I am strong'"

Let the poor say, "l am rich

Because of what the Lord has done for us'"

Give Thanks!

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)

God of Love, Jesus has called us to join him as fishers of people, to include all in the wide
net of Your love. Send us with Your love, with courage that overcomes our doubt, grace
that heals our shame, and faith that opens our eyes to Your miracles so that we may love
freely and deeply in the name and the company of Jesus. Amen.




*CLOSING SONG Shine Jesus, Shine!

vl.

Lord, the light of your love is shining.
In the midst of the darkness, shining.
Jesus, light of the world, shine upon us.

Set us free by the truth you now bring us.

Shine on me, Shine on me.

Chorus

Shine Jesus, shine,

Fill this land with the Father's Glory
Blaze, Spirit blaze, set our hearts on fire.
Flow river flow,

Flood the nation with grace and mercy.
Send forth your word,

Lord, and let there be light!

ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMMISSION AND BLESSING

G. Kendrick

v2.

Lord, I come to your awesome presence,
From the shadows into your radiance,

By your blood, I may enter your brightness,
Search me, try me,

consume all my darkness.

Shine on me, Shine on me. (To Chorus)

v3.

As we gaze on Your Kingly brightness,

So our faces display your likeness,

Ever changing from Glory to Glory,
Nearer here, may our lives tell Your story.
Shine on me, Shine on me. (To Chorus)

One: Go forth into a parched and needy world to share the water of life with others.
All: We go out with renewed faith and hope in Christ,
for resurrection is a living possibility for us.
One: Turn to God each day to delight in the Word and meditate on God’s law.
All: We will trust God to provide all we really need.

We seek to bear fruit in all we say and do.
One: Be assured that the realm of God is ours.

God knows us, loves us, and blesses us in Christ.
All:  Christ is the first fruit of those who have died.

We shall rise with Christ to new life.

One: Amen.
All: Amen.

GOING FORTH Shine Jesus, Shine (Reprise)

G. Kendrick

Thank you to everyone who participated in worship, and thank you to the Center Church
Worship Band for leading us in worship this morning.
Thank you to David Reynolds, Logan Singerman, and Dan Theriault. Go in Peace!




