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Welcome to Worship at Center Church! 
We are delighted that you are with us today. 

 



FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY  
THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

 

*Please rise in body or spirit. 
  
CHIMES 

ORGAN PRELUDE The Old Year hath Passed Away J. S. Bach 
 
WELCOME 
  
CALL TO WORSHIP  
 
One: Creator God, in the beginning your Spirit brooded over the waters and you brought forth 

light. 
All: Your Spirit gives us birth. Your light shines within us. 
One: Brother Christ, you submitted to baptism in the Jordan River; you immersed yourself in 

our life. 
All: Your presence warms us. We rejoice in your grace. 
One:  Holy Spirit, your breath gives us life; your flame burns with compassion within us. 
All: Alleluia! We immerse ourselves in your grace, that we may always shine with the 

light of your love. Alleluia!  
 
*HYMN NCH 159 As with Gladness, Those of Old  DIX 
 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
Have you been baptized? When and where? 
  
CHILDREN’S MOMENT   
 
Congregation sings: 
Halle, Halle, Halle-lu-ja (3X) Halleluja! Hal-le-lu-ja!     Caribbean Melody 
 
SCRIPTURE  Isaiah 43: 1-7 

Luke 3: 15-17, 21-22 
 
SERMON   And a Voice Came from Heaven… The Rev. Liza Arulampalam 
 
  



REAFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 
 
*HYMN NCH 157 Brightest and Best MORNING STAR 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE / THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Adapted from Enfleshed Ministries, “A liturgy for the Remembrance of Baptism” 
 
God of Life and God of Love, through this gift of water, you do miraculous things. The dust 
of past shame and guilt are washed away. The bonds of love are restored. The possibilities of 
new life emerge. May it be so for us today as we remember our baptisms. May your Spirit be 
upon this water and all who gather, as we celebrate this Sacred family to which you have 
called us. Strengthen us in love for one another as we renew our commitment to the pursuit 
of the Kindom of God, where all your creatures and creations are beloved and free. We pray 
in the name of God who taught us to pray, … 
 
CALL TO OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY  Gloria in Excelsis Deo A. Vivaldi 

Center Church Choir 
*DOXOLOGY   
 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God all creatures here below, 
Praise God above, you heavn’ly host, 
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost! Amen. 
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison) 
 
God, 
in the baptism of Jesus, you proclaimed aloud to all who would hear 
that He is Your beloved Son. 
In our baptism, we are adopted into that same family! 
Through our gifts, and through our service, 
may we be coworkers with Christ. Amen! 
 
  



*CLOSING HYMN NCH 160 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing  ELDERKIN 
     (Jesus, Light of the World)  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
CHORAL BENEDICTION 
 
ORGAN POSTLUDE Salvation has Come to Earth J. S. Bach 
 
 

Thank you to all who participated in worship today! Go in Peace! 
 
 
 
 
 

Please join us after worship in the Church House (60 Gold Street) 2nd-floor parlor for our Lunch & Learn 
Workshop: Trans & Non-Binary Affinity. 

 
This workshop is open to members of Center Church. All lay leaders and members  
are encouraged to attend; a catered lunch will be served. 
We are sharing this workshop with members of our sister church, Immanuel Congregational UCC, and it is 
facilitated by Southern New England Conference (SNEC) representatives.  
 
About the Workshop: 
 
Being Open & Affirming is an important part of our identity at Center Church, for the SNEC of the UCC, and for 
many UCC congregations.  
Trans and non-binary people are already essential to our congregations and communities. They sit in our pews, 
serve as clergy and passionate lay leaders, and are active throughout the wider church, including in our 
conference and the national setting. 
 
At the same time, trans and non-binary people are under attack nationwide. Recent years have seen a surge of 
anti-trans and anti-queer legislation, with nearly 500 bills introduced. Twenty-six of those bills have passed, with 
some states now banning gender-affirming care, use of gender-aligned bathrooms, and drag performances. 
Though this legislation is often proclaimed to “protect” kids, anti-trans rhetoric and policies threaten the lives of 
trans children and adults, as well as other LGBTQ+ people. 
     
It is our commitment to each other as the body of Christ and our call to be a witness to the public in times of 
injustice that we invite members of our congregation to engage in the deep work to become a place where trans 
and nonbinary people belong and feel that they are welcomed.  
  


