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Order of Worship 

December 29, 2024   10:30am 
Kwanzaa Worship Service 

 
 

Welcome to Worship at Center Church! 
We are delighted that you are with us today. 

 
 

 



 

Habari Gani 
*Please rise in body or spirit. 
 

WELCOME The Rev. Liza Arulampalam & 
Andre Keitt 

 
PRELUDE (video) A Kwanzaa Song 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP        The Rev. Dr. Eric J. Hearst 
Adapted from Broadway UMC  
 

One: Harambee! We have been called together in the presence of God. We are called to 
Umoja! 

All: God calls us to dwell together in UNITY and to be on one accord. We are one 
in the Spirit. That’s good news!  

One: We are called to Kujichagulia.  
All: We bow in the presence of our Almighty God. His will to be done in our lives. 

That’s good news!  
One: We are called to Ujima.  
All: Christ calls us to love and to care for each other and ourselves. He watches over 

us all. That’s good news!  
One: We are called to Ujamaa.  
All: God blesses us to give, to develop, build up, and provide stability to our 

communities, to give, and we are given back with bonus and blessing. That’s 
good news!  

One: We are called to Nia.  
All: We live for and to lead others to Christ Jesus; for he is the Way, the Truth, and 

the Life. That’s good news!  
One: We are called to Kuumba.  
All: We are called through God to dream dreams, as we are older, and to see visions 

as we are young. That’s good news!  
One: We are called to Imani.  
All: We affirm that through our expressions, the world may believe in the promises 

of his Word. That’s good news!  
One: We are called together today in the presence of our God.  
All: There is good news today! We come together in God’s presence in worship and 

service, so that all will know God through the Word, and through our God-
directed unity, determination, collective responsibility, economic 
resourcefulness, purpose, creativity, and faith. That’s still the good news of 
Kwanzaa!  

 
OPENING HYMN NCH 526 Siyahamb’ ekukhanyen’ kwenkhos’ SIYAHAMABA 
 



 
 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE  Rev. Liza Arulampalam 
We encourage you to greet each other verbally or by a friendly wave of peace 
What are you looking forward to in 2024? 
 
INTRODUCTION TO KWANZAA’S 7 PRINCIPLES       Andre Keitt   
 
CANDLES - UMOJA AND KUJICHAGULIA Zahana & Nivy Arulampalam 
 
First, we light the candle of Umoja, which means unity. This first principle stresses the 
importance of uniting the family, as well as the community and nation as a whole. This 
candle is also relit during each of the six remaining nights of Kwanzaa. 
 

Psalm 133:1-2 "How good and pleasant it is when Godʼs people live together in unity! It is 
like precious oil poured on the head, running down on the beard, running down on Aaronʼs 
beard, down on the collar of his robe.”  
 

Next, we light the candle of Kujichagulia, which means self-determination. This principle 
encourages celebrants to define themselves through their words and creations. 
 

1 Corinthians 9:26 “Therefore I do not run like someone running aimlessly; I do not fight 
like a boxer beating the air.”  
 
A STORY FOR KWANZAA  Andre Keitt 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE Lord, I Want to be a Christian          African American Spiritual 

Stewart Battle, Soloist 
            

CANDLES - UJIMA AND UJAMAA  Richard & Sara Markham 
 
We light the candle of Ujima. Ujima means collective responsibility, where people are 
encouraged to become their brother's keeper and work together towards solving each 
other's problems.  
 

Proverbs 27:17“As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another.” 
 

Next, we light the candle of Ujamaa, or cooperative economics. This principle promotes 
the creation and support of community businesses.  
 

Exodus 17:12. “When Moses’s hands grew tired, they took a stone and put it under him 
and he sat on it. Aaron and Hur held his hands up—one on one side, one on the other—so 
that his hands remained steady till sunset.”  
 
  



AFFIRMATION OF BELIEF (responsive)          The Rev. Liza Arulampalam & 
Written by The Rev. Marilyn E. Thornton Andre Keitt 
 
Many: Umoja! 
One:  I believe in the Unity of the community of Triune God, the Three-in-One God 

who creates, saves, and sustains, who expects us to practice Umoja, unity in 
diversity, and build up our communities, stand together, pray together, 
worship together, fight injustice together, and love one another as Christ loves 
us. 

Many: Kujichagulia, Ujima! 
One:  I believe in the self-determining Triune God, who determined the 

measurements for the foundation of the earth, who determined to create 
humanity by saying, "Let us make humankind in our own image," expecting 
us to practice Kujichagulia, defining ourselves according to the will of God 
and speaking for ourselves the words given by the Holy Spirit. Our God 
expects us to practice Ujima and assemble ourselves that we may edify one 
another. God expects us to take responsibility for collectively aiding one 
another to work out our own salvation, knowing that it is God working in us, 
re-creating in us the perfect image of Jesus Christ. 

Many:  Ujamaa, Nia! 
One:  I believe in Provider God who wants us to have our own vine and fig trees, 

enjoining us to practice Ujamaa, earning all we can, saving all we can, and 
giving all we can so that our communities will be self-sustaining and reflect 
the blessing and favor of God. I believe in God, who provides for our need 
and not our greed, and has given each child of God purpose, Nia, which is to 
be in communion and relationship with God and with the children of God. 

Many:  Kuumba! 
One:  I believe that God is so creative that a virgin did bear a son by the Holy Spirit; 

so creative that Jesus Christ did suffer and die on a cross for my sins, rise 
from the dead for my salvation, and return to heaven for my hope. I believe 
that God is so creative that Jesus will come back and gather all the saints to 
him. I believe that being created in the likeness of God means that we have 
the imagination, the intelligence, and the capacity to envision peace, to carry 
out justice, to do acts of mercy, and to love our neighbor. 

Many:  Imani! 
One:  I have the faith to believe that with God all things are possible. I will practice 

Imani, hoping that the teachers and leaders of our community and nation will 
remain true to the cause of freedom and faith. I will practice Imani, knowing 
that it takes a village to raise children, and in my hands and heart lie the 
ability to help raise up children for God. I believe that God lives in me and in 
you; and together we can show forth the kingdom until Christ shall come 
again. 

All:   Amen. 
  



LORD’S PRAYER  
  
CANDLES - NIA AND KUUMBA Larry Roeming & 

Denise Wards 
 

Next, we light the candle of Nia, which means purpose. This principle promotes a 
collective purpose to build and restore the community 
 

Jeremiah 29:11, “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper 
you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” 
 

Next, we light the candle of Kuumba, which is defined as creativity. On this day, 
celebrants are encouraged to be creative and work to beautify the community. 
 

Proverbs 22:29, “Do you see someone skilled in their work? They will serve before kings; 
they will not serve before officials of low rank.” 
 
CALL TO OFFERING The Rev. Liza Arulampalam 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING Sweet Little Jesus Baby Boy   African American Spiritual 

Stewart Battle, soloist 
 
DOXOLOGY 
O Come, let us Adore Him, 
O Come, let us Adore Him, 
O Come, let us Adore Him, 
Christ the Lord! 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
CANDLE - IMANI Anita Hawkins 
  
The last candle is Imani, which is Swahili for faith. On this day, celebrants strengthen 
their belief in parents and teachers, as well as community leaders. 
 

Hebrews 11:1 “Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we 
do not see.” 
 
  



CLOSING SONG If I Had a Hammer       P. Seeger & L. Hays 
 

If I had a hammer 
I'd hammer in the morning 
I'd hammer in the evening 
All over this land 
I'd hammer out danger 
I'd hammer out a warning 
I'd hammer out love between 
My brothers and my sisters 
All over this land 
 
If I had a bell 
I'd ring it in the morning 
I'd ring it in the evening 
All over this land 
I'd ring out danger 
I'd ring out a warning 
I'd ring out love between 
My brothers and my sisters 
All over this land 
 

If I had a song 
I'd sing it in the morning 
I'd sing it in the evening 
All over this world 
I'd sing out danger 
I'd sing out a warning 
I'd sing out love between 
My brothers and my sisters 
All over this land 
 
I got a hammer 
And I've got a bell 
And I've got a song to sing 
All over this land 
It's the hammer of justice 
It's the bell of freedom 
It's the song about love between 
My brothers and my sisters 
All over this land 

 
BENEDICTION: A Kwanzaa Prayer        Andre Keitt 
 
SUNG RESPONSE If I Had A Hammer (reprise) 
 
If I had a hammer 
I'd hammer in the morning 
I'd hammer in the evening 
All over this land 
I'd hammer out danger 
I'd hammer out a warning 
I'd hammer out love between 
My brothers and my sisters 
All over this land 
 
 

 
Thank you to everyone who participated in today’s service! 


