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Welcome to Worship at Center Church!
We are delighted that you are with us today.




Tent City Nativity: A Prayer for Christmas
Cameron Bellm

Jesus was born in a makeshift shelter, too—

A place not really meant for human dwelling—

And yet it was there that he met us, in the lowliest refuge.
Two thousand years later, it’s good to remember

That Christ is still being born, here and now,

Most especially in places we’d rather not go,

Places from which we’d rather look away.

God of illumination and incarnation,

Open not only our eyes, but our hearts,

That we may open, too, our hands

And make generous offerings of love,

As your holy light reflects from nylon tent flaps,
Your holy song rises from a crackling campfire,
Lit against the cold, against the night.

Amen.

Cover Art: Tent City Nativity, by Kelly Latimore




CHRISTMAS EVE — “THE INN”
CANDLELIGHT SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS

*Please rise in body or spirit.
PRELUDE Music for Flute and Organ

He Shall Feed His Flock G. F. Handel
O Holy Night A. Adam
Catherine Thompson Maclean, flute

CHORAL INTROIT Lo, How a Rose Ere Blooming M. Praetorius
Sabrina Russotto, Mica Guzman & Ian Duncan
Warburton Music Interns

WELCOME
THRESHOLD MOMENT — We Open the Door
LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE The French Family

Tonight, we offer the Lights of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love to illumine the Door of Welcome.
And, we add the brightest light of all: the Light of the Newborn Jesus.

It shines bright like the star that rose over Bethlehem.

May this light also shine in our hearts, in our lives, and in our church.

May this light awaken us to possibilities and lead us to greater hospitality.

There IS room in this Inn, a House for the Holy.

Congregational Response

Love comes to us at Christmas.

Love comes to heal our souls.

Love brings an invitation

that our hearts might be made whole.
As we gather at the stable

in the darkness, glad and grateful
for the sacred in our midst,

for wonder and delight,

Christ is born in us this night.




*PASSING OF THE PEACE

The Light of Christ be with you!
And also with you!

*OPENING HYMN (insert) O, Come All Ye Faithful (vs. 1, 2 & 4) ADESTE FIDELES
The Prophecy
Isaiah 9: 2-7 Andre Keitt

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep
darkness on them light has shined... For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority
rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the
throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with
righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do
this.

CAROL (insert) O Little Town of Bethlehem (vs. 1 & 4) ST. LOUIS
The Birth of Jesus
Luke 2: 1-7 Lesley Morgan-Thompson

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered.
This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to
their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea,
to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of
David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a
child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger because there was no
place for them in the inn.

CAROL (insert) Away in the Manger (vs. 1 & 2) AWAY IN A MANGER




The Angels Appear to the Shepherds
Luke 2: 8-20 (NRSV) Don Sanders

Nearby shepherds were living in the fields, guarding their sheep at night. The Lord’s angel stood
before them, the Lord’s glory shone around them, and they were terrified. The angel said, “Don’t
be afraid! Look! I bring good news to you—wonderful, joyous news for all people. Your savior
is born today in David’s city. He is Christ the Lord. This is a sign for you: you will find a
newborn baby wrapped snugly and lying in a manger.” Suddenly a great assembly of the
heavenly forces was with the angel praising God. They said, “Glory to God in heaven, and on
earth peace among those whom he favors.”

CAROL (inset) Hark! The Herald Angels Sing MENDELSSOHN
The Shepherds Travel to the Manger Alvin Thompson

When the angels returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, “Let’s go right now to
Bethlehem and see what’s happened. Let’s confirm what the Lord has revealed to us.” They went
quickly and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in the manger. When they saw this, they
reported what they had been told about this child. Everyone who heard it was amazed at what the
shepherds told them. Mary committed these things to memory and considered them carefully.
The shepherds returned home, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen.
Everything happened just as they had been told.

ANTHEM Gesu Bambino (The Infant Jesus) P. A.Yon
Center Church Choir and Stewart Battle soloist

SERMON “The Inn” The Rev. Liza Arulampalam

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Congregation refrain:
Make of my heart a stable,
a house for the holy,
a warm and sturdy place
for hope to live and grow.

THE LORD’S PRAYER




CALL TO OFFERING

OFFERTORY The Present

Sabrina Russotto, soloist & the Center Church Choir

*DOXOLOGY NCH 135 (refrain)

O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord!

*OFFERTORY PRAYER

*CANDLE-LIGHTING CAROL (insert) Silent Night, Holy Night
*BENEDICTION

As you go out into the world this night,

May God’s Door of Welcome

swing open in your heart and in your life.

May Christ’s humble first dwelling
remind you of the plenty you already know.

And may the Spirit lead you into
more possibility and hospitality than you can imagine,
making room in The Inn for all.

May it be so for you.
May it be so for us.
May it be so for this church.

*CLOSING CAROL (insert) Joy to the World

Go in Peace. Merry Christmas, Amen!

ORGAN POSTLUDE Good Christian Friends, Rejoice!

R. Reid

STILLE NACHT

ANTIOCH

arr. G. Martin




