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Welcome to Worship at Center Church!
We are delighted that you are with us today.




FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT — “A ROOM WITH A VIEW”

CHRISTMAS TABLEAU
*Please rise in body or spirit.
CHIMES
PRELUDE Christmas is Coming V. Guaraldi
David Reynolds, piano
CHORAL INTROIT Fanfare for Christmas M. Shaw
WELCOME

THRESHOLD MOMENT — We Open the Door
LIGHTING THE CANDLE OF LOVE The Reynolds-Fortune Family

Today we offer the Light of Love to illumine the Door of Welcome.
May this light shine in our hearts, in our lives, and in our church.
May Love awaken us to possibilities and lead us to greater hospitality.
There IS room in this Inn, a House for the Holy.

Congregational Response
Love waits for us at Advent.
Love waits for us to care.
Love waits for our compassion
freely offered, freely shared.
In this time of preparation
for the work of co-creation,
for the birthing of a world
where faith shapes all we do,
Love is born in us anew!

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
What part are you going to play in today’s Christmas Tableau?




SCRIPTURE Luke 1: 46-55

SERMON A Room with a View Rev. Liza Arulampalam

CHRISTMAS TABLEAU “A Light in the Darkness”
Presented by the children of Center Church’s Faith Formation Program

Please join our church’s young people in singing the carols during our tableau (see insert).
CHILDREN’S CHOIR Away in a Manger (reprise)
CAROL NCH 139 The First Nowell THE FIRST NOWELL
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Congregation refrain:

Make of my heart a stable,

a house for the holy,

a warm and sturdy place

for love to live and grow.

THE LORD’S PRAYER




COME, THOU LONG EXPECTED JESUS

Come, thou long-expected Jesus,
Born to set Thy people free;

From our fears and sins release us,
Let us find our rest in Thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation,
Hope of all the earth Thou art;
Dear desire of every nation,

Joy of every longing heart.

Born Thy people to deliver,

Born a child and yet a King,

Born to reign in us forever,

Now Thy gracious kingdom bring.
By Thine own eternal Spirit

Rule in all our hearts alone;

By Thine all sufficient merit,
Raise us to Thy glorious throne.

O COME ALL YE FAITHFUL
O Come all ye faithful
Joyful and triumphant,

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem.

Come and behold Him,
Born the King of Angels;
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,

O come, let us adore Him,
Christ the Lord.

AWAY IN A MANGER

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,

The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet
head;

The stars in the sky looked down where
He lay,

The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
But little Lord Jesus no crying He makes.
I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from
the sky,

And stay by my cradle ‘til morning is
nigh.

HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING

Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the new-born King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations rise,

Join the triumph of the skies;
With th’ angelic host proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the new-born King!”

WE THREE KINGS OF ORIENT ARE

We three kings of Orient are

Bearing gifts we traverse afar—

Field and fountain, moor and mountain
Following yonder star.

O, star of wonder, star of night,

Star with royal beauty bright,

Westward leading, still proceeding,
Guide us to thy perfect Light.




CALL TO OFFERING

OFFERTORY The Present R. Reid
Sabrina Russotto, soloist & Center Church Choir

*DOXOLOGY NCH 135 (refrain)

O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord!

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

*CLOSING HYMN NCH 132 Joy to the World ANTIOCH
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BENEDICTION

May God’s Door of Welcome
swing open in your heart and in your life.

May Christ’s humble first dwelling
remind you of the plenty you already know.

And may the Spirit lead you into
more possibility and hospitality than you can imagine,
making room in The Inn for all.

May it be so for you.

May it be so for us.

May it be so for this church.
Amen.

POSTLUDE O Christmas Tree V. Guaraldi
David Reynolds, piano

Thank you to everyone who participated in today’s worship, we hope you will join us on
December 24™ at 4PM, on Christmas Eve, for our Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols.




