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Order of Worship for  

December 15, 2024   10:30 am 

Welcome to Worship at Center Church! 
We are delighted that you are with us today. 

 
 



THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT – “A SEAT AT THE TABLE” 
 

*Please rise in body or spirit. 
  
CHIMES 

ORGAN PRELUDE Noël H. Mulet 

CHORAL INTROIT Fanfare for Christmas M. Shaw 
 

WELCOME 
  
THRESHOLD MOMENT – We Open the Door 
          
LIGHTING THE CANDLE OF JOY The Cierpikowski Family 
 
Today we offer the Light of Joy to illumine the Door of Welcome.  
May this light shine in our hearts, in our lives, and in our church. 
May Joy awaken us to possibilities and lead us to greater hospitality. 
There IS room in this Inn, a House for the Holy. 
 
Congregational Response 
Joy waits for us at Advent. 
Joy waits for us to sing. 
Joy waits for our amazement 
at the grace in everything. 
In this time of preparation 
for the work of co-creation, 
for the birthing of a world 
where wonder is restored, 
Joy is born in us once more! 
 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
What is giving you joy this advent? 
 
  



*OPENING CAROL NCH 116 O Come, O Come Emmanuel (v. 1, 2, 6, 7) VENI EMMANUEL 
 
A TIME FOR CHILDREN 
The congregation sings as the children head to their classrooms. 
 
Go, Tell it on the Mountain, African American Spiritual 
Over the hills and everywhere! 
Go, tell it on the mountain, 
That Jesus Christ is born! 
 
HEBREW SCRIPTURE Isaiah 12: 2-6 
 
CAROL NCH 148 What Child Is This? GREENSLEEVES 
 
GOSPEL LESSON Luke 3: 7-18 
 
SERMON   How Much is Enough? Rev. Liza Arulampalam 
 
CAROL NCH 117 Lift Up Your Heads, O Mighty Gates TRURO 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
Congregation refrain: 

Make of my heart a stable, 
a house for the holy, 
a warm and sturdy place 
for joy to live and grow. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 
  



CALL TO OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY Gesu, Bambino (The Infant Jesus) P. A. Yon 

Stewart Battle, soloist, and the Center Church Choir 
 
*DOXOLOGY NCH 135 (refrain) 
 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him,  
Christ the Lord! 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
*CLOSING CAROL NCH 125 Angels We Have Heard on High   GLORIA
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
May God’s Door of Welcome 
swing open in your heart and in your life. 
  
May Christ’s humble first dwelling 
remind you of the plenty you already know. 
  
And may the Spirit lead you into 
more possibility and hospitality than you can imagine, 
making room in The Inn for all. 
  
May it be so for you. 
May it be so for us. 
May it be so for this church.  
Amen. 
 
POSTLUDE Swiss Noël L. C. Daquin 

 
 

Thank you to everyone who participated in today’s worship and thank you to our handbell 
ensemble: Anita Hawkins, Steven Lewis, Ann Theriault, and Dan Theriault. 

 
 
 

   


