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Order of Worship for  

December 8, 2024   10:30 am 

Welcome to Worship at Center Church! 
We are delighted that you are with us today. 

 
 



SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT – “A SEAT AT THE TABLE” 
 

*Please rise in body or spirit. 
  
CHIMES 

PRELUDE Mary’s Little Boy Child West Indian Carol 
St. Luke’s Sacred Steel 

 
WELCOME 
  
THRESHOLD MOMENT – We Open the Door 
          
LIGHTING THE CANDLE OF HOPE The Theriault Family 
 
Today we offer the Light of Peace to illumine the Door of Welcome.  
May this light shine in our hearts, in our lives, and in our church. 
May Peace awaken us to possibilities and lead us to greater hospitality. 
There IS room in this Inn, a House for the Holy. 
 
Congregational Response 
Peace waits for us at Advent. 
Peace waits for us to trust. 
Peace waits for our commitment 
to a land that’s kind and just. 
In this time of preparation 
for the work of co-creation, 
for the birthing of a world 
that heals the ones in pain, 
Peace is born in us again!  
 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
What is your favorite Christmas movie?  
(P.S. - Don’t forget to sign up for Larry’s Christmas Movies, starting December 14th!) 
 
  



*OPENING HYMN NCH 135 O Come, All Ye Faithful  ADESTE FIDELES 
 
A TIME FOR CHILDREN 
The congregation sings as the children head to their classrooms. 
 
Go, Tell it on the Mountain, African American Spiritual 
Over the hills and everywhere! 
Go, tell it on the mountain, 
That Jesus Christ is born! 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC Mary, Did You Know? Lowry and Greene 

St. Luke’s Sacred Steel 
 
SCRIPTURE  Baruch 5: 1-5  

Philippians 1: 3-11 
 
SERMON   A Seat at the Table  Rev. Dr. Eric J. Hearst 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE The Virgin Mary West Indian Carol 
  St. Luke’s Sacred Steel 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
Congregation refrain: 

Make of my heart a stable, 
a house for the holy, 
a warm and sturdy place 
for peace to live and grow. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 
  



CALL TO OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY Gloria in Excelsis Deo A. Vivaldi 

St. Luke’s Sacred Steel & Center Church Choir 
 
*DOXOLOGY NCH 135 (refrain) 
 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him,  
Christ the Lord! 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
*CLOSING HYMN NCH 132 Joy to the World   ANTIOCH
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE Go, Tell it on the Mountain African American Spiritual 

St. Luke’s Sacred Steel 
 

Thank you to everyone who participated in today’s worship! 
  


