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Order of Worship for  

January 5, 2024   10:30 am 

Welcome to Worship at Center Church! 
We are delighted that you are with us today. 

 
  



FIRST SUNDAY OF THE EPIPHANY 
COMMUNION SUNDAY 

 

*Please rise in body or spirit. 
  
CHIMES 

PIANO PRELUDE Go Tell it on the Mountain arr. T. Brown 
Deb Moyer, pianist 

WELCOME 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
 
One: Arise, shine; for your light has come. The glory of God has risen among us. 
All: We are awake; we are alive! Praise God for deliverance and blessings. 
One: Lift up your eyes to see all around you. Let your hearts rejoice, and be radiant with hope. 
All: May justice water the earth like a shower; let righteousness and peace abound. 
One: Receive again the promises of the gospel. Participate in the mystery of Jesus Christ. 
All: God’s ways are being revealed to us today. Our church proclaims the unsearchable 

riches of Christ. 
 
PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
 
*OPENING CAROL (insert, next page) We Three Kings KINGS OF ORIENT 

The congregation is invited to sing along to verses 1&5; 
vs. 2, 3 & 4, sung by soloist Dan Theriault 

  
*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
Did you make a New Year’s Resolution? If so, what was it? 
 
A TIME FOR CHILDREN 
The congregation sings as the children head to their classrooms. 
 
Go, Tell it on the Mountain, African American Spiritual 
Over the hills and everywhere! 
Go, tell it on the mountain, 
That Jesus Christ is born! 



 



SCRIPTURE  Matthew 2: 1-12 
 
SERMON   A Light Shining from Above The Rev. Dr. Eric J. Hearst

  
*HYMN NCH 164 Arise, Your Light is Come FESTAL SONG 

  
RITUAL OF CONFESSION 
 
Prayer of Confession 
 
Assurance of Forgiveness 
 
SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
Words of Institution 
 
Invitation to the Table 
 

One:  In Luke’s Gospel we read that Jesus, at the table with two of the disciples, took bread 
and blessed and broke it, and gave it to them, and their eyes were opened, and they 
recognized the risen Christ in the breaking of the bread. 
In the Acts of the Apostles we read that as the church was gathered, often in the 
homes of the believers, Christians devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and 
community, to the breaking of bread, and to prayers. 

 
ALL: Jesus Christ, the Bread of Life, we gather at your table to know you in the 

breaking of the bread. 
 
Sharing of the Elements 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 
  



CALL TO OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen arr. M. Bober 

Deb Moyer, pianist 
 
*DOXOLOGY NCH 135 (refrain) 
 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him,  
Christ the Lord! 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
*CLOSING CAROL NCH 126 Angels from the Realms of Glory   REGENT SQUARE
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
One: God sends us on our way, as bold and confident people.  

Look up, and be guided by the star of joy.  
All: We will open our eyes to the presence of God.  

We will look for God’s activity all around us.  
One: God’s purposes in Christ are to be lived out by us.  

We are called to invite others to share in God’s grace. 
All: We will witness to all we have seen and heard.  

By God’s power, we will minister to others. 
One: The glory of God has risen among us.  

We are blessed beyond all deserving. 
All: What we have received, we pass on with joy.  

We offer to all the unsearchable riches of Christ. 
One: Amen. 
All: Amen 
 
ORGAN POSTLUDE Fantasy in G J. S. Bach 

 
 

Thank you to everyone who participated in today’s worship! 
  


