
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An Open and Affirming Congregation 

of The United Church of Christ 
 

 
 

 

Order of Worship for 

December 19, 2021, 10:30am 
 

Welcome to Worship at Center Church! 

We are delighted that you are with us today. 

 



 
 
 

 
 

The Christmas Story 
performed by the Center Church youth 

 
Scene One - The Annunciation 

Reader: Hunter Hernandez-Maturo 

Angel: Aleia Parkes 
Mary:  Aõdrea Parkes 

 

Scene Two - The Birth of Jesus 
Reader: Sandra French 

Mary: Addison Hernandez-Maturo 

Joseph: Hunter Hernandez-Maturo 

Hymn: Silent Night, Holy Night - verses 1 & 3 
 

Scene Three - The Shepherds 

Reader: Aenicia Parkes 
Shepherds: Jean Luc Fortune Reynolds, Tristan and Isabella Theriault, Layla Gibson 

Hymn: O Come All Ye Faithful - verse 1 

 
Scene Four - The Wisemen 

Reader: Xyon Sanders 

Melchior: Dime French 
Caspar: Maleeah Rios 

Balthazar: Terrence French, Jr. 

Hymn: Joy to the World  
 

Props: Nivmaly Rios 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

On Friday December 24th, we will gather for the Christmas Eve Service. The service will start at a 

NEW TIME of 4:00  PM  this year and feature the traditional service of lessons and carols ending 

with the singing of Silent Night in candlelight. Be there! 
 

On Sunday January 2nd, the 15th annual Messiah Community Sing at Center Church takes 
place. This popular Hartford area event brings together as many as 100 singers from the region to 
sing the Christmas portion of Handel's Messiah with outstanding area soloists singing the arias and 

recitatives. This is a free event/concert. Singers arrive at 3:00 PM and seated by 3:30 PM, the event 
beings at 4:00 PM.  

 

Youõre Invited to Larryõs Christmas Movies!  

Sunday, Dec. 19, Noon - òPolar Expressó Hot cocoa and a free book for all of the kids! 

Sunday, Dec. 19, 7:00 pm - òA Christmas Caroló  

Monday, Dec. 20, 7:00 pm - òThe Preacherõs Wifeó  
 

All movies will be shown in the Center Church Parlor, 60 Gold Street, Hartford 
Masks are required for all attendees 

Soft drinks provided. Bring other beverages & snacks if youõd like. 
Call Larry at 860-997-3573 for additional information! 

 

The next Growing as a Spiritually Vibrant Faith Community SURGE s will be the week of January 

9-13. Days and times will be coming soon. 

 

The Congregational Conversation has been rescheduled to Sunday, January 30 at 12:30. Rev. Dr. 
Claire Bamberg will lead the conversation. 

 
The 2022 Annual Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, March 27, immediately following the church 
service. 

 

 
Sunday Meals Donations Needed:  

Aluminum Food Trays of various sizes 
Aluminum Foil  

Cases of Bottled Water 
Individual Snacks 

Hygiene Items 
 
If you can donate items this week, please contact the church office at 860-249-5631 

 
Donations are appreciated and help offset costs associated with serving hot meals for the warming 

center. 

 

 

 



THOUGHT FOR THE DAY  

òThe church is Advent. The unwrapping of Godõs greatest gift is near. Advent---coming. God will 
take away the tinsel and decorate our human hearts in hopeéó  

-Ann Weems, Kneeling in Bethlehem 

*Please rise in body or spirit. 
 

CHIMES 

 

PRELUDE: I Heard the Bells On Christmas Day               Longfellow and Calkin 

                                Caroline Christopher, Soprano 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
     If attending in person, we encourage you to greet 

     each other verbally or by a friendly wave of peace.          

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE OF LOVE               Terrence & Priscilla French 

 

MUSIC: Oh Come, Advent           Caroline Christopher, Soloist 

 

THE GOSPEL: Luke 1:46-55 

 

Reader 1:  

    And Mary said, ñMy soul magnifies the 

Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my 

Savior, for he has looked with favor on 

the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from 

now on all generations will call me 

blessed; for the Mighty One has done 

great things for me, and holy is his name. 

 

Reader 2: 

    His mercy is for those who fear him 

from generation to generation. He has 

shown strength with his arm; he has 

scattered the proud in the thoughts of their 

hearts. He has brought down the powerful 

from their thrones, and lifted up the 

lowly; he has filled the hungry with good 

things, and sent the rich away empty. 

 

Reader 1:   

    He has helped his servant Israel, in 

remembrance of his mercy, 

according to the promise he made to our 

ancestors, 

to Abraham and to his descendants 

forever.ò 

 

Reader 2: 

    When we feel invisible, ineffective, 

Too small to make a difference 

The Holy invites us to be God-Bearers 

And we shall find Love 

(Light candle of Love) 

Where in the world do we find Love these 

days?                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 

INVOCATION                 Pastor Donna Cassity 

 



*OPENING CAROL: The First Noel          

 



WORDS OF INTRODUCTION 

 

THE CHRISTMAS STORY (see inside cover of bulletin)                   Center Church Youth 
 

Carols During Christmas Story: 

Silent Night - Verses 1 & 3 

O Come All Ye Faithful - Verse 1  

Joy to the World - Verses 1, 2 & 3 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 


