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Order of Worship for
Decemben9, 2021, 1(GB0am

W elcome to Worship at Center Church!
We are delighted that you are with us today.




The Christmas Story

performed by theCenter Church youth

Scene One The Annunciation
Reader:Hunter HernandezMaturo
Angel: Aleia Parkes
Mary: Abdrea Par kes

Scene Two- The Birth of Jesus
Reader: Sandra French
Mary: Addison HernandezMaturo
Joseph:Hunter HernandezMaturo
Hymn: Silent Night, Holy Night - verses1 & 3

Scene Three The Shepherds
Reader:Aenicia Parkes
ShepherdslJean Luc Fortune Reynolds, Tristarand IsabellaTheriault, Layla Gibson
Hymn: O Come All Ye Faithful - verse 1

Scene Four- The Wisemen
Reader:Xyon Sanders
Melchior: Dime French
Caspar:Maleeah Rios

Balthazar: Terrence French, Jr.
Hymn: Joy to the World

Props:Nivmaly Rios
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

On Friday December 24", we will gather for the Christmas Eve Service.The service will start at a
NEW TIME of 4:00 PM this year and feture the traditional service of lessons and carols ending
with the singing of Silent Night in candlelight. Be there!

On Sunday January 2nd the 15th annual Messiah Community Sing at Center Church takes

place. This popular Hartford area eventbrings together as many as 100 singers from the region to
sing the Christmas portion of Handel's Messiah with outstanding area soloists singing the arias and
recitatives.This is a free eventtoncert. Singers arriveat 3:00 PM and seated by 3:30 PMhe event
beings at 4:00 PM.

Youdre I nvited t Moviedrryds Chri st mas
Sunday, Dec. 19, Noon-0 Po | ar Hat pac@esandda free book for all of the kids!

Sunday, Dec. 19, 7.00pmo0 A Chri st mas Carol 6
Monday, Dec. 20, 700pm-0 The Pr &a€tkér 0 s

All movies will be shown in the Center Church Parlor, 60 Gold Street, Hartford
Masks are required for all attendees

Soft drinks provided. Bringothekh ever ages & snacks i f youdd I|ike.
Call Larry at 860-997-3573 for additional information!

The next Growing as aSpiritually Vibrant Faith Community SURGE s will be the week ofJanuary
9-13. Days and times will be coming soon.

The Congregational Conversation has been rescheduled tSunday, January 30at 12:30. Rev. Dr.
Claire Bamberg will lead the conversation.

The 2022 Annual Meeting is scheduled forSunday, March 27, immediately following the church
service.

Sunday MealsDonations Needed:
Aluminum Food Trays of various sizes
Aluminum Foil
Cases of Bottled Water
Individual Snacks
Hygiene Items

If you can donate items this week, please contact the church office at 88095631

Donations are appreciated and help offset costs associated with serving hot meals for the warming
center.



THOUGHT FOR THE DAY
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-Ann Weems, Kneeling in Bethlehem

*Please rise in body or siri

CHIMES

PRELUDE:| Heard the Bells @ Christmas Day

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

*PASSING OF THE PEACE

Longfellow and Calkin
Caroline Christopher, Soprano

If attending in person, we encourage you to greet
each otheverbally or by a friendly wave of peace.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE OFLOVE

MUSIC: Oh Come, Advent
THE GOSPELLuke 1:46:55

Reader 1:

And Mary saidfi My s aguifies the
Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my
Savior,for he has looked with favor on
the lowliness of his servarfurely, from
now on all generations will call me
blessedfor the Mighty One has done
great things for meand holy is his name.

Reackr 2:

His mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generatiohle has
shown strength with his arrhg has

scattered the proud in the thoughts of their

heartsHe has brought down the powerful
from their thronesand lifted up the

lowly; he ha filled the hungry with good
things,and sent the rich away empty.

INVOCATION

Terrence& Priscilla French

Caroline ChristopheiSoloist

Reader 1:

He has helped his servant Israel,
remembrance of his mercy
according to the promise he made to our
ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants
forever . 0

Reader 2:

When we feel invisible, ineffective,
Too small to make a difference
The Holy invites us to be Gelearers
And we shall find Love
(Light candle of Love)
Where in the world do we firldbve these
days?

Pastor Donna Cassity
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*OPENING CAROL: The
141

Traditional English Carol

First Noel
The First Nowell

THE FIRST NOWELL Irregular with Refrain

Traditional English Melody
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1 The first Now - ell, the an-gel did say, Was to
2 They look - ed up and saw a star Shin-ing
3 And by the  light of that same star Three
4 This star drew nigh to the north - west, O’er
5 Then en - tered in those wise men _ three, Full
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cer-tain poor shep-herds in  fieldsas they lay; In fields where
in the east, be - yond them far, And to the
wise men came from coun - try far; To seek for a
Beth - le - hem it took its rest, And there it
rev - erent - ly up - on their knee, And of - fe;_e{i
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they lay keep-ing their  sheep, On a cold win - ter’s
earth it gave great  light, And so it con-
king was their in - tent, And to  fol - low the
did both stop and stay, Right o - ver the
there, in his pres - ence, Their gold and
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night that was so  deep. f
tin-ued both  day and night.
star wher - ev - er it went. Now - ell, Now - ell, Now -
place where Je - sus lay.
myrrh and  frank - in - cense.
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WORDS OHNTRODUCTION

THE CHRISTMAS STORY (see inside cover of bulletin)

Carols During Christmas Story:
Silent Nght - Versesl & 3

O Come All Ye Faithful Versel

Joy to the World Versedl, 2& 3
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Joseph Mohr, 1792-1848
Tr. John F. Young, 1820-1885

Silent Night, Holy Night

Center Churclkyouth

STILLE NACHT Irregular

Franz Gruber, 1787-1863
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18i - lentnight, ho - ly night, All is calm, all is bright
28Si - lentnight, ho - ly night, Shep-herdsquake at the sight,
3Si - lentnight, ho - ly night, Son of God, love’s pure light
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Round yon vir - gin mot
Glo - ries streamfrom heav-en a - far,
Ra - diant beams from thy ho-ly face,
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h-er andchild. Ho - ly in-fantso ten-derand mild,

Heaven-ly hosts sing al - le-lu - ia;
With the dawnof re - deem - ing grace,
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Sleep in heav-en-ly peace, Sleep in heav-en-ly peace.
Christ, the Sav-ior,is  born! Christ,the Sav - ior,is born!
Je - sus,Lord, at thy birth, Je - sus,Lord, at thy  birth.
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