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Dear Family and Friends,

| hope your summer was filled with new experiences.

In the life of the church, this summer we experienced some staff

transitions. We received the resignation of Jason Charneski, our

Director of Music and the Arts, who sex the church for A WORD
fourteen yearsSearch for an interim director began immediately

and | am pleased to announce that we have retained William NesFROM THE
as our Interim Director of Music and the Arts. William comes to

us from Lancaster, MA, and brings extensikmowledge and
experience in different expression of worship. We are lookin
forward getting to know him. | would be remiss if | do no

recognize Benjamin Rauch, who graciously accepted % I
invitation to join the ad hoc search committee as our professional

consultant. We are grateful for his knowledge, wisdom and guidance throughout the seal
process.

We also hired a new receptionist, Monique Young. She is already providing a warm ar
professional welcome to our guests throughout the w@ebkther additiorto our staff is Jaime
Maheu. Jamie is a bookkeeper and she will be replacing Charlotte Cardone as Charlc
transitions into retirement.

As we face a new church year, we are moving forward, welcoming new faces and ne
experienceseéwhi c hicobwelcommg |invide us to refledt igontour pulture
as a welcoming church. We certainly are known for our warm embrace of those who cor
through the doors. Oyrassing of the peacgaoments during worship have evolved and taken a
new meaning. But,ear we a church of Aradical welcom
radically welcoming church as:

A community that seeks to welcome the voices, presence, and power of many groug
especially those who have been defined as The Other, pushed to thesmeaist out,
silenced, and closetdd n or der to help shape the
mission. Radically welcoming communities are the ones committed to transformed life.

This church season, let us make an inventory of our church life togathret us move
fearlessly forward into new grounds for transformation.

(Rev.) Dr. Damaris D. Whittaker,
Minister
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
9/2 Joyce Peroza 10/1 Angela Taveras

9/2 Deborah Tuthill 10/4  Janice Lombardi

9/5 Bryan Denman 10/9 Sara Markham

9/6 Peter Austin 10/9 Dianna Woodard

9/7 William Jackson 10/9  Jennifer Valdes

9/8 Joyce Buckingham 10/11 Taline Norsigian

9/9 Thomas Lombardi 10/11 Erich Faust

9/12  Violet St. Amant 10/11 Aeniecia Parkes

9/13  Lawrence Roeming 10/12 Dana Geter-Walker
9/16  Kaitlyn Thomas 10/13 Lynn Schwartz

9/20  Gail Canzano 10/13  Shepherd Holcombe, Jr.
9/20  Grace Otte 10/15 William Gourlie

9/21  Joseph Bradley 10/16 Jane Macomber

9/22  Isys Belton 10/18 Willie Mae Geter

9/25  Cecelia Jackson 10/21 Kathleen Davidson

9/27  Valerie Thaxter-Grant 10/23 Dermot Piattirios

10/27 Terrance French Jr.
10/27 Gabriel Mainardi
10/29 Shirley Sanders

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES OCTOBRER ANNIVERSARIES

9/2
9/8
9/11
9/16
9/17
9/27

10/1  Timothy & Marianne Sanderson
10/4 Sarah & Michael Gale
10/9 Katherine Markham &
David Feldman
10/13 Ruth Fortune & David Reynolds

Deborah Tuthill & Sarah Schneiderman
James & Lisa Thomas

Harold & Joyce Buckingham

Dennis Morin & David Owens

James & Jane Macomber

Anthony & Karen Sanders



/CHURCH MEMBERS & FAMILY NEV%
BULLETIN BOARD

Deaths, Baptisms ,Weddings , New Members,
Transferred at own request : None

CHU

FAMILY NEWS Births: Bailey Jean Sudell, born June 19

k to parents Sally (Hayes) & Doug Sudell /

WIDENING THE WELCOME :
UCC DISABILITIES MINISTRIES WIDENING
CONFERENCE

Are you interested in helping our churches open wide
their hearts and doors to people with disabilities,

whether it be physical, mental, or developmental? A
nationwide conference with the theme of Widening the
Welcome, sponsored by United Church of Christ
Disabilities Ministries, will be held in Hartford from
September 24-26. All are welcome to attend! For more
information, call Jim Silver at (860) 632-7279 or visit:
http://www.ucc.org/widening_the_welcome_2015_inclusi

on_for_all .

+ IN OUR PRAYERS +

Frances Burton, Gladys Hernandez, Peter Libby,
Christine MacDonald, Margie Mair, the Rapsilber family,
Lita Rathnam, Gabi Smith-Rosario,
Sally St. Amant, Norman Stanley, Liz Stoever,
the City of Hartford, the Connecticut Conference of the United Church of
Christ, the First Church of Christ in Hartford,
and the State of Connecticut
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ENViSIONFEST
HARTFORD

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19

EnvisionFest Hartfordd e but e d I n 2012 as C
Festival, an event featuring over 100 free events, activities, and perform.
This event was created to showc
extraordinary cultural wdidn and its tradition of innovation. Over 15,0(
visitors enjoy this annual eventt To learn more, Vi
http://envisionfesthartford.com/about/

On this day, there will be an Open Door at the Meetingde from 10:00an
to Noon. A historical presentation will be offered at 11:00am.

The Governorods Footguard wild/ h o
Meeting House at 1:15pm. All are welcome to attend.

This summer has been a busy one in the Church House!
During July and August, the building was bustling with
repair work following the water damage sustained in
January. The general contractor is currently putting the
finishing touches on their work, and staff is gearing up for
another exciting program year beginning this month!

OFFICE

During the summer, we said goodbye to staff members
Jason Charneski and Rosemarie Martocchio. We were
blessed with their talents and gifts, and wish them well.
We also welcomed two new staff members: Monique
Young, the new Receptionist/Office Assistant, and Jamie
Maheu, the new bookkeeper. Look for their photos and
bios on the church website soon, or better yet 1 stop in
and say hello!



http://envisionfesthartford.com/about/

MEALS @ CENTER CHURCH 1
CELEBRATING ENDINGS AND NEW BEGINNINGS

On September "4 from 6:008:00pm, the Outreach Board at Center Church will be hosting a
celebratory reception to honor and thank our UCC church partners and community partners for all th
support of the Saturday breagtaministry that we have been organizing the past three years. The ever
will double as a chance to reflect upon the Saturday breakfast program, which is coming to an end,
simultaneously celebrate the launching of our new Sunday evening meal. As yorecall, the
Outreach Board has been studying the feasibility of switching our weekend meal to Sunday dinn
After assessing the broader community of meal programs and realizing that there is a greater need |
meal on Sunday evenings, we approachedchurch partners to see if they would support the switch
the response was a resoundyeg

Unfortunately, over the past month we have had to end our Thursday lunch partnership with Hands
Hartford. Due to a number of challenges, HOH informed usttieat would have to pull out of €o
organizing Thursday lunches with us this fall. While the opportunity existed for Center Church t
continue the meal on our own, Outreach, Rev. Whittaker, and | ultimately decided that it would t
unwise to try and take ofhursday lunch alone at a time when we have our hands full with planning
Sunday dinners and preparing to launch the Warburton Room resource center. In the spirit
planfulness and intentionality towards those we serve, we made sure that other Thurskaydal
programs existed before making the decision, and fortunately there are three other lunches offerec
Thursdays (House of Bread, Friendship Center, and Mercy, Loaves, & Fishes).

With that being said, it is with great enthusiasm and excitemehivannounce the launch of our
Sunday dinner food ministry. On behalf of the Outreach Board and Rev. Whittaker, we invite you |
join us on Rally Sunday, September 13, from roughly -&:@0pm for the inaugural Sunday meal. If
you cannot make the first ke have no fear we plan to serve regularly as a Center Church team, and
will also have opportunities for church members to volunteer when other church groups are taking t
|l ead on the meal. |l f you feel c arts to dalof derwice bo®ur a
Hartford neighbors, p | eilantedcahartiord.orgpri{86® 5782&10ieor t o
keep an eye out for a sigip form at church! We look forward to having you join uJs.

In Service and in Justice,
Nate Fox, Warburton Director of Outreach
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How Does Your Garden Grow?
A Note from Outreach

Perhaps you have noticed that our BOTS Pots (overseen by Charter Oak Cultural Center anc
Beat of the Street newspaper staff) have sprouted record harvests this year. Squash plants
sent tendrils in all directions, tomatoes are preparing toreanand leafy greens are filling
nooks and crannies. Your support of the BOTS Pots program (Outreach has contributed
planning and financing since the beginning of the project), which provides paying jobs fc
artists who decorate and gardeners who teodiributes toward a citwide effort to provide
healthful foods and jobs for urban residents. There are fourteen BOTS Pots throughout the ¢
each a source of income and free produce; each a link with what can be called a national trer

Numerous oganizations in Hartford offer plots to rent in community gardens. Knox, for
example, has fourteen gardens, in or near downtown, supporting three hundred families wh
refl ect t he cityos di versity: Somal i, Wi
Vietnamese. Trinity College, Goodwin College, many churches and synagogues ha
established gardens to provide free food for the communities around them. This is by no me.
an article which covers all that is happening in our city, but you should krawytu are
supporting a vital movement that is quickly growing in its impact and in its scope.

~ Dectora Jeffers, chair

C_SG 6 o 2_9



THE 2015 ANCIENT BURG GROUND YOUTHGER which offers
tours of the ABG during the summer months, met in the Church House again
this year, led by our very own Cheryl Thomas! The group was busy and
LINE RdzOUA PS> |yR Fa |ftgleas LA
direction. We are delighted to offer meeting space to this group each summer.

August ¥, 2015
Ta Rew, Dr, Damaris YWhittaker and the Cenler Church Staff and Members,

Chur sumimer guldes would like to thank wou for spanzaring the 2015 Anclent Burying Ground Sumrmer
Tour Gitldes Program. wie want you to know that wa learned & great deal aboul Connecticut’s history
dand the people responsible for making Hartford our home, Our trlps o Lhe Wadsworth srchenuem, Old
State Howse, Capital and the CT Historic Society were fun and educatianal. While we made new friends
we also met new pecple fram all over the United States and world, Our maosl distance guest came fram
Auctralia. In addition ko all the good things that happened this summier, we now have the basic job skills
and experience needed to be successtul in and beyond high school.  Ouwr experience this symmer will
last a life-time as it continuwas ta make our futere even better and brighter; and for this we express our

deepest and rreost sincere thanks.

Sincerely,

fi/jf'{__r?-n.-l _ ﬁ

Higo Gay, Guide Darius Nelson, Gulde

b Pi A j];’]ﬁ 'Lx“f Litd]
Randi Melsan, Guide Kesiey hMa t'th ayvs, Guide
- — - |I . L
%ﬂfwu K gict “K olidtfe, Ntk
Kazlsey REid?EulliE lavette Virust, Guide

Aaron , Williams Guide Daguad James, Guide




Warburton Room Upd ate: Almost Ready for Action!

Repairs to the Warburton Room are finished! The dirt and debris have been cleared, the floor has been
retiled, and the room has never looked so spotless. As of writing this article of August 18, it is all but
ready to be oufitted for use as a community navigation and resource center!

Working tirelessly to see this process through is the Warburton Room Committee. This group, composed
of members of the Outreach Board as well as members of the Hartford community, has been timgeto
make sure that all of the individual pieces to the room from the physical space, to the resources, to the
operations? are ready once it opens. Already we have taken measurements of the room and we have
started to map out its new configurations, wheh will include multiple donated sets of cubicles that we
picked up and delivered to the room on August 21. We will soon be meeting with groups whose
operations and visions are similar to our own, such as Arise Springfield and the New London Homeless
Hospitality Center, to see how they operate. Progress has been slow, but it is starting to pick up.

Aside from the physical arrangements of the room, we have also begun to discuss the services that we
will provide in the room. In July, the Warburton Room Comittee held two meetings with members of

the Hartford community and listened to them talk about the challenges they faced and the needs they
could not meet on their own. We wanted to hear from them what they wanted to see in the Warburton
Room. Much was dicussed and much was proposed. Access to phones and computers was a need that
many wanted to see provided, as was access to housing and utility assistance. Healthcare and legal
services were suggested, as was job opportunities assistance. As we move foovawith the
reconstruction, we will take all suggestions into consideration.

These efforts would not have been possible without the support and kindness of others. We want to give
a special thanks to Bouvier Insurance, who donated four office cubiclesathree large filing cabinets for
use in the Warburton Room. We also want to thank Journey Home for donating iPads that will surely be
put to good use.

We expect the Warburton Room to be open to the general public by October. Once it is open, we will
need more volunteers to help us operate it. We hope that members of the congregation will be willing to
offer their time and energy toward helping those who are most impacted by the effects of marginalization
and inequality.

The opening of the WarburtonRoom will mark a historic moment for Center Church as it expands in
scope and range its fundamental mission to be a community of service and caring. It is exciting to watch
it unfold!

~ Adam Bulmash, Intern



Sunday, September 13, 2015

Church School Begins!

Ice Cream Social following
worshipl

GREETINGS FROM STEPHEN HAYNES, 2015-16 OUTREACH INTERN!

| am excited to share the news that | will be in a field placement, working at Center Church during the comi
year. At sixty, | have returned to graduate school, working towards a Mastd
Social Work at e University of ConnecticutMy focus is in Community
Organizing. | am looking forward to working in the newhgfurbished
Warburton Room, and to meeting and working with members of the ¢
community. My sense is that we will find
much that we haviea common.

Previous work in Hartford includes ten years 4
Center City Churches (Center for Youth) a
development work with the Melvillel
Charitable Trust at Billings Forge, in the Frg
Hollow neighborhood.| currently coordinate
t he Wor ki ng atVize®pes He@ré
Association. My work there consists o
serving men who are/have experienc
homelessness and men recently released from prison; our work centers upo
employment; preparing for it, securing it, and keepindNieedless to say, we araitp busy.

| am also a working artist, curating a lengning performance series at Real Art Waydy most recent
recording,Pomegranatewas released this summer on the New Atlantis Records label.

Looking forward to seeing you around Center Churi¢lshould be an exciting year.



You are invited to the

Ebong &

7:30 pm to Midnight

60 Gold Street
~ (corner of Lewls Street)

Dov'hgown Hartford

and Dancing
$50/person

f;Black and/or White Attire
 is Strongly Encouraged

- Fe r tickets or to make a contribution
call (860) 983-6473
or e-mall fredfleet@sbcglobal.net

)

Music provided by acclaimed jazz artist Nat Reeves
and an ensemble created especially for this event

| * In memory of Edward D. Tumer, Jr., the Uncle E Scholarship Fund provides financial assistance
I to help deserving young people in Connecticut attend the United Church of Christ (UCC) biennial
national conference.

* Ty ﬁ




Griot's Green Grove Book Club

(meet in the Church House fibor parlor)

Saturday, September 26, 10:00am:

AWhat You Owe Mebo
By Bebe Moore Campbell

Los Angeles, 1945: When Hosaa Clark, newly arrived from the farm fields of Texas, befriends Holocaust
survivor Gilda Rosenstein, she opens the door to a new life for them both. Using Gilda's knowledge
cosmetics and Hosanna's energy and determination, they begin producing falifaséicks and lotions for
black women. The two are more than partners: They are dear friends.

Then Gilda suddenly disappears, taking all the assets. Hosanna is doubly betrayed: financially ruined :
emotionally bereft. When, years later, she passes ,alnaysmall cosmetics company dies with her. But
Hosanna leaves behind a daughter steeped in her mother's pain: Matriece is as smart and driven as her ir
and savvy enough to recognize that white firms are competing not only for black consumer loiatl|&os,
black professional talent as well. When Gilda's huge cosmetics conglomerate hires her to launch a line of bl
beauty products, Matriece takes on a mission to collect her mother's debt.

What You Owe M#s a stunning account of the changes we Is@en in white attitudes toward blacks, but it is
also a sensitive look at what betrayalf friendship, of lové does to us all. Ultimately, it is a moving book
about healing. A&Emergemagazine acknowledged, "Campbell's writings are a beacon of lighthgelpsuage
the anger by tending our deepest wounds."

Saturday, October 24, 10:00am

AMama Dayo
By Gloria Naylor

Willow Springs is a sparsely populated sea island just off America's southeastern coast whose small bl
community is dominated by the elderlyatrniarch, Miranda "Mama" Day. When Mama Day's gir@ate,
Cocoa, marries, she returns to Willow Springs with her husband for an extended visit. Once there, strar
forces both natural and supernatural work to separate the couple. After visiting thengn&hany, a local root
doctor, Cocoa becomes dangerously ill, and the struggle for her life showcases Naylor's talent for descript
prose. Though the novel as a whole fairly breathes with life, it is marred by the unintentionally comic death o
major claracter, who is attacked by a vicious chicken. This farm boy was not convinced.

info@gqreatheartgriot.com



mailto:info@greatheartgriot.com

eall 2015

9/13 Rally mn: lay
-Church School Eue—qmal - lce Cream Sociall —
9/20 Blessing of the Ba cks-bring your backpack for a back to school blessing!
10/4 World Commi Sunday (Family Sunday-Mo Church School) and
Popsicles with the Pastor following worship in Church House
10/11 Founders Day and G n JIJKI|-—H—‘ Pr:TII IC k after worship

[TI._.I rn you
n Boar

2/24 Christmas Eve Worship and Tabler
12/27 Family Worship (No Church Schoo

Rotation Grades K-6™

All students are invited to bring their bookbags to worship
for a blessing for the new school year!

AND

The whole congregation is invited to bring new school
supplies and new bookbags donate to students in need!

SEPTEMBER 20™, 2015




P
£V NEWSLETTER
IDEADLINE
The deadline for the NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2015 ISSL
OFCENTER CHURCH NEWSEriday, October 23.

THE FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST IN HARTFORD

A member of the United Church of Christ (UCC)
CENTER CHURCH, 60 Gold Street, Hartford, CT 06103
Church Office Hours: Monday thru Friday, 8:30 am to 4:00 pm
Summer Office Hours: Monday thru Friday, 9:00am to 3:00pm
Phone: (860) 249-5631 Fax: (860) 246-3915
www.centerchurchhartford.org

Minister: The Reverend Dr. Damaris D. Whittaker
Minister Emeritus: The Reverend J. Alan McLean
Warburton Director of Outreach Ministries: Nate Fox
Director of Faith Formation: Jana Priestley
Interim Director of Music: William Ness
Librarian: Bruce Bidwell
Office Administrator: Marie Ferrantino
Bookkeepers: Charlotte Cardone and Jamie Maheu
Receptionist/Office Assistant: Monique Young
Office Assistant: Frances Burton
Sexton: Thomas St. Amant
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