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“WHO, ME?”
Dear Family and Friends:
I am writing to you on the heels of a very successful Annual
Meeting of the Connecticut Conference of the United Church of
Christ, which I moderated with great pride. This year’s theme:
“Who, Me?” We explored together God’s call to each and every one
of us. We continue to wrestle with being interdependent and we
heard from the newly-elect president of the United Church of
Christ, Rev. Dr. John C. Dorhauer. At the end, we left recommitted
and energized.
I pray that, as we face the end of yet another year here at Center Church, we also wrestle with the same
things. How can we move from working in isolation to becoming more interdependent? Is God calling us?
Me? You? Who else? May our answer be “here I am God, send me.”
Peace,

(Rev.) Dr. Damaris D. Whittaker,
Minister

PARTNERS FOR SACRED PLACES LUNCH & WORKSHOP
Save the date! Following Worship on Sunday, November 1, we will hold a presentation
highlighting the results of Partners for Sacred Places’ feasibility study, which was
requested in order to help the church plan and prepare for the future. Lunch will be
served. Please see Church Moderator Luciano Valles, Jr. with any questions.

At Hartford’s 2015 Hooker Day Parade!
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Harold Buckingham
James Macomber
James Lombardi
Van Parker
Anthony Morales
Karen Sanders
Lori Beste
Jesse Sipes
Gretchen Skelley
Amanda Nieves
Janice Baker
Mary Mattke-Jones
Kathleen Gourlie
Nilsa Soto
Barbara Sanders
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Gregory & Susan Norsigian
Terrence & Priscilla French
Led & Nancy Baxter
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Roberta Peroza
Marilyn Watson
Zuadin Gagnon-Jace
Devalin Gagnon-Jace
Jelissa Valdes
Calvin Gale
Makayla Thaxter-Grant
Frances Burton
Clara Buck
Pamela Haller
Carolyn Arvidson
Ingrid Tangarone
Norman Stanley
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Damaris & Sabas Whittaker
Roberta Roy & Bruce Bidwell
Lori Beste & Miles Wickless
Robinson & Clara Buck

YEAR-END PLEDGE PAYMENTS
It is once again that time of year when we must remind you of the cut-off date for receiving your
pledge payments in order for them to qualify for Year 2015 tax deductions. According to the IRS
guidelines, all payments must be dated in 2015 and received or postmarked by December 31st
for them to qualify as 2015 deductible charitable contributions. That means that Sunday,
December 27th is the last Sunday that you can put your pledge payments in the plate and have
them count for 2015. After that date, all pledges received must be postmarked December 31st
to be posted as received in Year 2016. Please call the office with any questions.

Golden Jubilee Luncheon
Celebrating our
50+ year members!
Sunday, November 15th
…following the Sunday Worship Service. All are welcome!
RSVP Marie Ferrantino, Office Administrator, at mferrantino@cchartford.org or by phoning
(860) 249-5631 (ext. 18) by Tuesday, November 10. Please let us know if you will need
transportation, and we will do our best to accommodate you.

CHURCH MEMBERS & FAMILY NEWS
BULLETIN BOARD
Births, Deaths, Baptisms,Weddings, New Members,
Transferred at own request: None

2015 ANNUAL REPORT DEADLINE –DECEMBER 30!
In order to allow ample time for review before the February Annual Meeting, the
2015 Annual Report will be published and distributed in mid-January. Please email
all reports to Marie in the Church Office BY WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 30.

Greater Hartford Multi-Faith Prayer Breakfast

"THERE IS ABUNDANCE IN HARTFORD"
Thursday, November 12, 2015
7:15 am – 8:45 am (light breakfast, followed by program)
at The Artists Collective, 1200 Albany Avenue, Hartford
Come for a time of multi-faith prayer, music, education, and reflection.
This year, speakers will Rosanne Haggerty, Jackie Gorsky Mandyck, and David Fink,
who will discuss this year's theme about the abundance in Hartford.
For more information, visit http://ghpb.weebly.com/.

MINISTRY OF CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS
Christmas is on its way! If you would like to contribute to the “Ministry of Christmas
Poinsettias” in memory of a loved one, or in honor of a cherished friend or family member,
please complete the below form and send it with a check in the amount of $15 per plant,
payable to The First Church of Christ in Hartford, 60 Gold Street, Hartford, 06103. The
deadline to submit is Thursday, December 17th. These plants will be given to church
members and friends who are homebound. Thank you.
~ The Flower Committee
Poinsettia in memory or honor of (please print):
_________________________________________________
Given by: ___________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________
____________________________________________
Daytime phone: ____________________________________
Total amount enclosed: $___________________________

MUSIC HIGHLIGHTS IN NOVEMBER
All Saints Sunday on November 1 will find the Center Church Choir singing the recent
international favorite anthem "Souls of the Righteous" by Geraint Lewis from England. This
anthem has gained international interest because of its gentle melodies and spare organ
accompaniment. This was last sung at Center Church in 2013. Closing this service will be the
Lux Aeterna from John Rutter's Requiem sung with Michelle Fiertek, soloist and choir. This is
the beautiful last movement of this non-liturgical requiem. Greta Moorhead is singing the
glorious Pie Jesu from Maurice Durufle's Requiem, Op. 9 with cello at the Offertory. Our guest
cellist, Kathy Schiano, will also play during the Prelude with organ.
November 8 finds our soloists and choir immersed in Mendelssohn's Elijah, bringing several
solos and choruses to the service. Michelle Fiertek will begin the service with "Hear Ye,
Israel," followed by the widow scene with Greta Moorhead giving the recitative with Jermaine
and Michelle singing the widow scene. The choir will present "He Watching Over Israel," the
most well-known excerpt from Elijah. The brilliance of Mendelssohn created a masterwork of
the story of Elijah. His mastery of the oratorio form has never been equaled to this day, so
please don't miss these timeless works in worship this Sunday.
~ William Ness, Interim Director of Music/Organist

WINTER CLOTHING DRIVE
Center Church has two sleeves to its warm clothing drive this
winter. One features hand-knitted items that will be either
1)handed out at the Homeless Memorial Service on November
21, or 2)draped over our fences and property, free for the taking,
on December 31. You all have already heard about all this as part
of the Chase the Chill project headed by Sarah Schneiderman.
The other is focused on a November 20 deadline and includes purchased items. Two hundred
bags of supplies will be handed out to homeless or formerly homeless people and each will
include two items of warm clothing: socks/hats/mittens/scarves will be among the choices.
They will be distributed during National Homeless Week on a Day of Sharing and Caring – or
“DOSAC.”
We have already received some beautiful hand-knitted scarves, which are being stored in the
Warburton Room before being distributed. If you would like to contribute, please mark your
donation as Chase the Chill or DOSAC and leave them in the front office, where Nate will
collect them, or leave them in a box near the cornucopia for MANNA contributions. Thank
you!

BOARD GAMES NEEDED
We have a wish list for board games for the Sunday Community Dinner and the
Warburton Room, so that our guests have some entertainment while they're here. We
are looking for the following: Chess, Scrabble, Uno, Yahtzee, Monopoly, and
Playing Cards.
Donations may be brought to either of our buildings. Please see Nate Fox, Warburton
Director of Outreach Ministries, with any questions. Thank you.

Update from the Prudential Committee:
CIRCLE OF ABUNDANCE
A “Circle of Abundance” update -- we are grateful to have
received bequests in the amount of $102,000. Please contact
Richard Markham, Treasurer, for more information.

ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES
Sundays at 8:45 a.m.
All classes are held in the Church House parlor.
THROUGH DECEMBER 20:
The Adult Class is discussing the writings of Henri J.M. Nouwen,
as compiled in The Only Necessary Thing: Living a Prayerful
Life.
The following are excerpts from the Foreword:
The Only Necessary Thing begins with desire: ours for God and
God's for us so that we enter immediately into a realm where
intimate communication with God is responding to some
profound aspirations of our hearts. On this new landscape we are
called and challenged by the adventure of finding, in the Grand
Canyon of our loneliness, the inexhaustible source of love in our
lives. "We are called to convert our loneliness into solitude. We are called to experience our
aloneness not as a wound but as a gift – as God's gift – so that in our aloneness we might
discover how deeply we are loved by God”. . . .
This inner conversion and regulation of our hearts is about our very identity. Jesus at his
baptism heard the voice that called him, "Beloved."
This is a whole new perspective on life. Do we dare to believe that a relationship of love and
intimacy is possible between our God and ourselves?
The Only Necessary Thing offers us lessons on listening and on the disciplines necessary for the
long journey of life toward our true and lasting home. In the short, clear, concise passages, we
recognize our own need to stop, reflect, and listen.
* * *
For more information please contact Joe Bradley, Alvin Thompson, or Bill Warner-Prouty.

“Prayer is the center of the Christian life.
It is the only necessary thing.
It is living with God in the here and now.”
~ Henri J. M. Nouwen

Our Growing Community of Solidarity and Support
Greetings, faithful members, friends, and allies,
I want to start off by thanking everyone for their continued support and interest in the efforts of
the Outreach Board – there is so much important work to do for our community, so many injustices to
tackle and wrongs to right, and you empower us to take on that which so many others turn their backs
to. Every day, through our collective efforts, we provide for the “least of these,” while also lifting our
neighbors up and creating spaces where they not only feel welcome, but also feel apart of. That, in my
estimation (and maybe my bias, too), is what we are striving for at Center Church; an ever-growing
community and ever-evolving definition of what constitutes our “community.”
It is with this spirit in our hearts that we launched Sunday Community Dinner @ Center Church,
which takes place from 3-6pm every Sunday (except for the first Sunday each month.) Since we started
serving dinner on September 13, we have served 50+ people at each meal and over 300 people through
the first 6 meals. We have been joined by Newington UCC’s youth group, folks from Windsor UCC,
and Asylum Hill Congregational, in addition to members of Center Church, the Outreach Board, and
friends from outside of the church. While we have strived for originality in our meals – steak stir fry
over rice, chicken fajitas, shepherd’s pie, and baked chicken and pork – the most impressive thing to
me thus far has been the sense of community that has been developing within the room. You can tell
that people aren’t just appreciative for the meal, but they feel the intention that we are bringing, and
have reciprocated that energy through the smiles on their faces and general warmth. The people I have
met through our prior food ministries on Thursday and Saturday have always been extremely grateful,
but this has been a different experience in and of itself. Through the power of food and fellowship, I
feel we are building community each week that we return.
The timing of our launching Sunday dinner could not have been better – for as each week has
passed, the cold has increased, as has the number of requests for blankets. Thankfully, we had a couple
blankets in stock, which were immediately put to good use in helping keep our neighbors warm. Once
we ran out, our stock was replenished through the quick action of Faces of Homelessness VISTA
Melinda Knebel and her VISTA partner-in-crime, Kyla Jones. While these interactions and connections
have further contributed to the sense of community that I outlined above, they have also pointed to the
shocking and infuriating reality that is homelessness in Hartford.
Simply put, every Sunday, I meet 2, 3, 5 more people who are sleeping outside and are running
out of patience and hope: good people, who have been waiting months for a shelter bed, or some kind
of assistance, look to me for answers – “hey, I hear you’re the guy who gets people housing.” I am
humbled by the trust that people have put in me, but it is also terrifying to have that kind of hope
placed on me and our team with so little power to make a real impact. So I tell each person the same
thing – “I’m no magician, but I’ll do whatever I can to support you.” Right now, as I write this, I
estimate there are at least 50, if not more than 100 people, who are sleeping outside or in abandoned

buildings. Yes, this is more than the same time last year and yes, it has a fairly direct cause; this time
last year, MACC shelter in Manchester was operating 40 beds (it has since closed its shelter) and 30+
people were sleeping at Bradley Airport on the coldest nights of the winter (the airport has since
cracked down). With a reduction of 50-100 shelter bed capacity in our community, I fear what will
happen when temperatures start to drop and people are left with no choice but to sleep outside. You
may remember my concerns last winter, when many people were left stranded in the cold on many
nights, largely due to the new 211 phone system. This winter will likely be worse without intervention,
and at this time, none is planned.
Despite the hopelessness I have detailed, another inspiring community has been taking shape at
Center Church, one which I hope will be able to have the kind of impact that is needed by many of
Hartford’s marginalized residents. The Warburton Room, which has long served as a space of service
and refuge for Hartford residents, will soon be reopening as a drop-in Resource Outreach and
Collaboration Center. Through the efforts of a “Warburton Room Organizing Committee,” comprised
of members of the Outreach Board and Hartford residents who have firsthand experience with
marginalization, we have built a space that will offer a unique and much-needed space for those facing
crisis and injustice. Our planned launch is for Wednesday, November 18 and we will be operating from
roughly 2-6pm. When we are open, we will be available to help navigate people to shelter, apply for
housing, provide assistance with benefits navigation, and much, much more. And through this space
and your continued support and participation, it is our hope that our ever-growing community will
develop the power to face down the challenges we see.
So, if you are feeling frustrated or concerned, motivated or angered, please reach out. We need
all the help we can muster to fight the impending, and ongoing, crises faced by our broader community.

November 15: A Golden Outreach Sunday
By Adam Bulmash & the Outreach Board
It is with great excitement and enthusiasm that the Outreach Board invites you to join us for our
next Outreach Sunday event, coming up on Sunday, November 15th! Celebrated simultaneously with
the Golden Jubilee luncheon, which honors individuals who have been members of the church for 50
years, Outreach Sunday will give everyone a chance to see the changes we’ve made to the Warburton
Room, which are nearly finished! It will also be an opportunity for you to see firsthand what we plan to
do with the space.
During Sunday service, we will have a brief mission moment to set the tone for the broader
conversation that will be shared during the Golden Jubilee luncheon, which will take place around
noon, after the service. All members will be invited to attend the luncheon to celebrate our 50-year
members and hear a brief presentation from Outreach on updates related to the Warburton Room and
our other Outreach initiatives.
After a brief facilitated discussion, attendees will be invited to take a tour of the Warburton
Room in small groups of 5-10. The tour will be an opportunity to see the new drop-in resource,
outreach, and collaboration center that is being developed by Center Church and the Outreach Board.
During the tour, we will answer any questions regarding our planned use of the room. We’ll highlight
the manifold injustices facing our fellow Hartford residents and will be discussing creative ways to get
involved in addressing those injustices through the Warburton Room. So please join us Sunday,
November 15th for this unique opportunity to learn and contribute to Center Church’s commitment to
community and justice.

Griot's Green Grove Book Club
(meet in the Church House first-floor parlor)
Saturday, November 21, 10:00am:
“What You Owe Me”
By Bebe Moore Campbell
Los Angeles, l945: When Hosanna Clark, newly arrived from the farm fields of Texas, befriends Holocaust
survivor Gilda Rosenstein, she opens the door to a new life for them both. Using Gilda's knowledge of
cosmetics and Hosanna's energy and determination, they begin producing a line of lipsticks and lotions for
black women. The two are more than partners: They are dear friends.
Then Gilda suddenly disappears, taking all the assets. Hosanna is doubly betrayed: financially ruined and
emotionally bereft. When, years later, she passes away, her small cosmetics company dies with her. But
Hosanna leaves behind a daughter steeped in her mother's pain: Matriece is as smart and driven as her mother
and savvy enough to recognize that white firms are competing not only for black consumer dollars, but for
black professional talent as well. When Gilda's huge cosmetics conglomerate hires her to launch a line of black
beauty products, Matriece takes on a mission to collect her mother's debt.
What You Owe Me is a stunning account of the changes we have seen in white attitudes toward blacks, but it is
also a sensitive look at what betrayal—of friendship, of love—does to us all. Ultimately, it is a moving book
about healing. As Emerge magazine acknowledged, "Campbell's writings are a beacon of light, helping assuage
the anger by tending our deepest wounds."

Saturday, December 19, 10:00am
“The Last Resort”
By Carmen Posadas
Rafael Molinet Rojas, an inconspicuous Spaniard living in London, regrettably finds that there is nothing worth
living for when his closest companion–his mother–dies. Hoping to make a dignified–and, although he won’t
admit it, dramatic–exit from this world, Molinet plots his escape, picking an elegant setting for his suicide via
sleeping pills: Morocco’s L’Hirondelle d’Or, one of the most luxurious resorts in the world. There, he will be
able to forget his cares, drape himself in a white caftan, and try to make a little money playing backgammon
before he does himself in. The day before his trip, Molinet has a lunch date with his vivacious niece–who
enthralls him with the story of a scandalous and deeply suspicious death.
For more information about the book club, please contact Andre Keitt at:
info@greatheartgriot.com

The deadline for the JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2015 ISSUE OF
CENTER CHURCH NEWS is Monday, December 21.
WFSB-TV/CHANNEL 3 ~ EARLY WARNING NETWORK
Please note that Center Church is registered with WFSB-TV’s Early Warning
Network for church event cancellations due to weather conditions. Worship
and other church-related events will be canceled only in extreme weather
conditions, particularly if there is a City of Hartford parking ban in effect. Tune
into Channel 3 (or check their website) for the latest information.

THE FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST IN HARTFORD
A member of the United Church of Christ (UCC)
CENTER CHURCH, 60 Gold Street, Hartford, CT 06103
Church Office Hours: Monday thru Friday, 8:30 am to 4:00 pm
Summer Office Hours: Monday thru Friday, 9:00am to 3:00pm
Phone: (860) 249-5631 Fax: (860) 246-3915
www.centerchurchhartford.org
Minister: The Reverend Dr. Damaris D. Whittaker
Minister Emeritus: The Reverend J. Alan McLean
Warburton Director of Outreach Ministries: Nate Fox
Director of Faith Formation: Jana Priestley
Interim Director of Music/Organist: William Ness
Librarian: Bruce Bidwell
Office Administrator: Marie Ferrantino
Bookkeeper: Jamie Maheu
Receptionist/Office Assistant: Monique Young
Office Assistant: Frances Burton
Sexton: Thomas St. Amant

