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Dear Family,
Happy Spring! Thank God the snow banks have melted, giving way to new flowers,
which are finding new life. And, once again, we are witnessing their great splendor.
We had a wonderful Easter, preceded by a meaningful Holy Week. We received
Mona Golabek, who blessed us with word and song. And, as I write this note to
you, planning and preparation for a Service of Remembrance honoring the one
hundredth anniversary of the Armenian Genocide have concluded. We are looking
forward to a meaningful service, during which many faith leaders from the Greater
Hartford Area will participate.
Since 1885, many Armenian immigrants attended or became members of Center Church. There were no
Armenian churches in Hartford in those early years. We are “Honoring Our Heritage” as we observe the history
of the Armenian people, not only during this most important year, but beyond. I want to share a poem written
by Maro Markarian, an Armenian poet whose work often highlighted social justice:

Justice
There is something in this world
called Justice.
Compensation, restitution
are its other names.
But never Punctual.
On the contrary, it always comes
too late. Like a missed love,
timed wrong, worse when it arrives
than if it never had come.
Causing more pain.
There is something in this world
named Justice that arrives late
to find a new name on its door,
Injustice.

Ecumenical Service of Remembrance for
Victims of the Armenian Genocide, April 23

Maro’s words not only relate to the experience of the Armenian people, but they are relevant to the mission of
Center Church today as we continue to “Serve the City,” and also, to “Celebrate God’s presence.”
May the God of Justice and Light continue to strengthen our purpose. May God’s fire continue to burn in our
spirit, and may our willingness to find justice early, grow.
Peace,

(Rev.) Damaris D. Whittaker,
Minister
The Hartford Stage’s Mona Golabek
with Deacon Andre Keitt
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at beautiful
Camp Asto Wamah in Columbia!
Worship service will be held in the lodge at Noon
(We will also offer a Worship service in the Meeting House
at 10:30am on the same day.)

Following our service – the picnic!

Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, Beans, Coleslaw & Chips!
(Please let us know if you prefer a veggie burger.)

After eating, more fun from 2:00-4:00pm:
Play Board games (bring your favorite game!)
Knock Hockey
Face Painting
Swimming (swimming will be in the pollywog area only)
Please bring a salad and/or dessert and a lawn Chair. Rain or shine! To register,
please sign up in the Green Book, call the Church Office at (860) 249-5631, or email
Jana Priestley, Director of Faith Formation, at jana@centerchurchhartford.net. If you
need transportation, just let Jana know!
[Sponsored by the Board of Christian Education.]

DIRECTIONS TO CAMP ASTO WAMAH:
Take I-84 from Hartford, east to Exit 59, 1-384 through Manchester to
Bolton Notch. From Bolton Notch U.S. 6 for 8 miles bearing right on Rt. 87.
The Camp’s private road is at the top of the hill on right. The entrance is
marked by a sign. Camp Asto Wamah is 22 miles east of Hartford.
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Alexander Vietzke
Sally St. Amant
Timothy Sanderson
Claudia Hernandez
Jason Charneski
Maxwell Otte
Garrett Rapsilber
Donald Sanders
Marie Bohman
Dorothy Wurts
Matthew Thaxter-Grant
Joan McLean
Daniel Otte
Serafina Tangarone
Sally Hayes
Lucille Parker
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Gail Canzano & Tim Otte
Paul & Tina Bobbitt
Brendan St. Amant & Shirley Hwang
Alvin & Lesley Morgan Thompson
Donald & Shirley Sanders
Christopher & Catherine Thompson Maclean
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Sophia French
Suzanne Thomas
David Reynolds
Jonathan Geter
Jeffrey Thomas
Rashawn Jones
Dennis Morin
Mary Ann Dudley
Timothy Otte
Heidi Thomas
Joel Gonzales
Terrence French
Mary Hawkes
Emily Markham
David Owens
Catherine Maclean
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Curtis & Patricia Anderson
William & Dorothy Wurts

Hartford Intermodal Triangle Project Construction Updates
Below is a link to an interactive map showing construction activity associated with Hartford's
Intermodal Triangle/the iQuilt project (including the relocation of Gold Street.)

https://sites.google.com/site/hartfordtrafficalertupdates/

CHURCH MEMBERS & FAMILY NEWS BULLETIN BOARD
Deaths, New Members, Baptisms, Births, Weddings,
Transferred at own request: None

MUSICAL NOTES
by Jason Charneski,
Director of Music and the Arts

Conclusion of the Program Year
May is the month when the church’s program year and, hence, the choir year, comes to a conclusion.
We will say thank you to the full Choir in worship on May 17 (their last Sunday until September 13).
In the intervening Sundays, listen for some new anthems and service music alongside some of the
beloved things that already are a part of our musical repertory for worship.

Looking Ahead to the Summer Months: Volunteer Choir!
As a way to build upon the success of the volunteer choir on successive Sundays in August last
summer, we’ll expand the opportunity into the month of July. Thus, anyone is welcome to gather at
9:00 a.m. in the second floor parlor of the Church House to learn a simple anthem and service music to
be offered at the 10:00 a.m. service. The Sundays on which this will occur are July 5, 12, 19, and 26,
and August 2, 9, and 16. Invite your friends to join you!

A Hiatus This Summer: Noontime Outdoor Performance Series
Due to the anticipated realignment of Gold Street and related construction projects slated to occur this
summer, the Music and the Arts Committee has chosen not to offer the Noontime Outdoor
Performance Series concerts on Wednesdays in July. The likelihood of major construction noise,
coupled to restricted and oft-changing parking and sidewalk access, is the basis of this decision. The
hope is to celebrate the new design (whatever that might end up being) and welcome the community in
the spring or summer of 2016 with a big outdoor event.

Mark Your Calendars for Friday, September 11
The opening concert and celebration of the Albert Schweitzer Organ Festival will be held in the
Meeting House the evening of Friday, September 11. The Festival, which has been “in residence” at
First Church in Wethersfield for some 18 years, is beginning a move to new locations and is
restructuring itself to become an independent not-for-profit organization. This opening concert, which
will be multicultural in nature (reflecting Dr. Schweitzer’s humanitarian work and focus), kicks off a
weekend that includes competitions for young organists (two categories: high school, and young
professional [up to age 25]), and masterclass settings with the competition judges.
Beyond the Friday evening concert, two of the competitors will be invited to play the organ in worship
at Center Church on Sunday, September 13. Please plan to attend these offerings and demonstrate your
support of the next generations of musicians who likely will find themselves in service to the Church.

Inside & Out
#AFFIRMED
5th ANNUAL

CTUCC YOUTH REVIVAL
Sunday, May 3rd
A Racial Justice Ministry Event
The Rev. Da Vita ‘Day’ McCallister, preaching
@ The First Congregational Church in Bloomfield at 10
Wintonbury Avenue

Youth in grades 6th to 12th
DATE: May 3rd, 2015
TIME: Come to church on May 3rd. We will leave
immediately after church school for lunch in the
Hartford area. We will then go to the revival in
Bloomfield. We will return to Center Church
around 6pm for parents to pick you up!
COST: $5 per person for the cost of lunch. There
will also be an optional offering received at the
revival.

RSVP:

Contact Jana at jana@centerchurchhartford.net by April
27 . You will be emailed a permission slip to fill out and
bring with you the day of the Revival.
Every youth attending
must have a permission slip.
th

FROM CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Thanks and blessings to our
teachers and students
for making it a great school year!

Teachers
Ileia Belton, Lori Beste, Tina Franklin, Priscilla French, Megan Garthwaite, Kathy Gourlie, Janice
Lombardi, Catherine MacLean, Chris MacLean, Nancy MacLean, David Reynolds, Anne Russo,
Beverlee Sipes, Gordon Smith, Nilsa Soto, Jeff Thomas, Sue Thomas,
Deb Tuthill, and Sally Wagan

Students
Isys Belton, Niome Chaney, Chris Darby, Jalena Diaz, Justice Fisher, Amelia French, Dimekwan
French, Sandra French, Terrence French, Harmony Gonzalez, Joel Gonzalez, Richard Gooden,
Cecelia Jackson, Douglas Lombardi, Joseph Lopez, A’drea Parkes, Aeniecia Parkes, Aleia Parkes,
Haley Reis, Katelyn Reis, Naomi Salmon, Luke Salls, Xaniyah Sanders, Xyon Sanders, Jesse Sipes,
Leila Sipes, Geoffrey Smith, Zachary Smith, Connor Thomas, Kaitlyn Thomas, Adalina Valdez,
Ariella Valdez, Jelissa Valdez, Julia Wickless, Meredith Wickless, and Missy Saprina

Calling All Graduates!
Are you graduating from high school or college?
Let us know!
We would like to pray for you and celebrate your
achievements in worship!
Contact Director of Faith Formation:
jana@centerchurchhartford.net by June 1st.

REVEREND DAMARIS WHITTAKER TO RECEIVE AWARD

PLEASE RESPOND BY MAY 6

Please Join Center Church for the
32nd Annual Walk Against Hunger

What: A fun-raiser to support the food ministries of our friends at
Hands On Hartford
When: Sunday, May 3, 2015 @ 12:30pm
Where: Hartbeat Park (by The Hartford, 690 Asylum Ave)
You can participate in many ways – join the “Purple People Pheeders” Center Church walk
team, walk on May 3, help raise funds, or make a contribution!

TO GET INVOLVED OR TO LEARN MORE, CONTACT WARBURTON
DIRECTOR OF OUTREACH, NATE FOX:
(860) 578-2719 / (860) 249-5631 x 15 / nfox@cchartford.org

UPDATES FROM OUTREACH MINISTRIES
Food Ministry Switch to Sunday Fills Needed Gap
By Stefan Keller, Outreach MSW Intern
For the past several years, Center Church has been running a Saturday
morning breakfast ministry, serving 100 meals a week, 40 weeks out of the
year (an incredible 4,000 meals a year.) We know that many of you have
volunteered with us on Saturday mornings and are grateful for the spirit of
service you have shown.
As you may know, the pipe burst and water damage in January put our
Saturday breakfast ministry on temporary hiatus. However, this unfortunate
event may have inadvertently assisted us in making a big transition in our
weekend food ministry program. Roughly eight months ago, a new
Saturday breakfast ministry serving weekly meals began at South Church,
five blocks from Center Church. After assessing the range of current
offerings here in Hartford, we realized that there are at least three solid
breakfast meals served weekly, with a number of other breakfasts served
once or twice each month.
Another realization that came directly from the experience of those that we
serve is that there are no true dinner offerings on Sunday evenings in the
downtown Hartford area. A few locations offer snacks or sandwiches, but nothing substantive, leaving a huge gap
in weekend food service.
Armed with this knowledge, we are testing a switch of our weekend food ministry to Sunday evenings. The
Outreach team was also inspired by a recent trip to Cathedral in the Night in Northampton, MA, a weekly outdoor
food ministry and worship program that includes a service and a meal for anyone that shows up. We are starting
with just the meal, but ultimately hope to host a similar outdoor worship service as well.
The Outreach Team recently sent a survey to other
churches in the area that have volunteered on
Saturday mornings. The survey informed them about
the possible change and asked if they would be able
to make the transition as well. So far, we have heard
back from several groups who are also very excited
about the possibility of making the change, and all of
them are confident they could find groups to
volunteer on Sunday evenings.
We are also looking for feedback and participation
from you, members of Center Church, as we make
this transition, and would love to have you join us on
Sunday evenings. If you are interested, please reach out to Nate Fox, Warburton Director of Outreach Ministries,
and also consider completing our outreach survey. We will keep you informed as the basement continues to be
repaired and the plans for the transition are finalized.

Warburton Resource & Outreach Center Brewing at Center Church
As many of you know, the large back room downstairs in the church is known
as the Warburton Memorial Room. But what does that really mean? J. Alan
McLean, Pastor Emeritus explains, “The Warburton trustees identified the
Warburton room many decades ago as a room that should be dedicated to
serving people in the city and it was part of the Warburton’s original mission to
be a city missionary society. The Warburton Trustees made it clear that the
room should be available for the needs of the city and people whether it be for
programs or services for people.” The Outreach team has a proposal to ensure
that the Warburton Room continues to fill this mission through changing our
outreach efforts to be more impactful and getting the congregation more
involved.
What changes need to be made? Currently, many members of the community
come to Center Church looking for help with various needs. Nate or another
member of the Outreach team then meets with this person and sends them on
their way. The process is quick and engagement is short. However, this does
not provide for the long-term solutions that people are seeking. The office is also simply too small to accommodate the
many people that want to work with us on our outreach efforts.
The expansion to the Warburton room would allow us the space to engage people for the long term and create
opportunities for organizing and advocacy to create systems-level change. The increased size of the space will allow
us to do more individual advocacy, host trainings and leadership development for those facing housing and other
injustices, build a grassroots organizing group, and new, exciting ways for church members, all of you, to get involved.
One of the greatest assets of the Warburton Room is its direct street access. This allows members of the community to
enter and directly engage with us. It allows outreach to manage the potential increased traffic flow and create an open
and welcoming environment for all to enter. It also insures the security of the rest of the church as the basement can
easily be separated from the upstairs area.
This increased space and capacity will also allow outreach to fulfill two very important roles of which people have
expressed a need. One is individual advocacy. Many members of our community face a variety of injustices and need
a space to come where they can access resources and get help navigating city and state systems. The second is
system advocacy and grassroots organizing. Many of the injustices community members face can only be solved
through collective action and advocacy to change the system. Having the Warburton Room will give us capacity to
expand to doing this systems-level change work.
Most importantly, church members, you, will be able to come and participate in outreach and advocacy. Such
participation could include helping those in need fill out applications and get connected to social services, offering
office, computer, and writing skills that you may have, and engaging in our organizing projects. Ultimately, the
Warburton Room would enable any church member to get more involved in Center Church’s outreach efforts.
We want Center Church to have the capacity to both do the direct advocacy on behalf of each person that comes into
the office, as well as address the deeper structural issues that marginalize others and perpetuate misery, poverty, and
oppression. We want to turn Center Church into a place truly dedicated to the educational and social work of the
community, a place in which community members can lead the charge on the issues they face every day, in which we,
as a congregation, can follow and support them. Having the space to make all of this possible is the first step in that
process.

Faces of Homelessness: Humanizing Homelessness One Event at a Time
It is hard to believe that in just over two years time, Faces of
Homelessness has given over 100 (112 to be exact) presentations to
faith communities, school groups, and many others, helping to break the
stigma that homeless people face and encouraging them to get more
involved in ending homelessness. Just in the past few weeks, Faces
speakers attended seven events, both close to home in Hartford and
about as far away in Connecticut that you can get (Greenwich of
course!). Groups included college students at the University of St.
Joseph, UCONN, Quinnipiac Law School, and University of Hartford, as
well as high school youth from Ellington Congregation Church and in
Greenwich.
One unique event that one of our speakers was able to attend was a TEDx event being held at UCONN on April
11th. Many are likely familiar with the popular TED talks, 3-20 minute videos about spreading new and innovative
ideas. Generally, these speeches are given by well-known speakers, but TEDx events are hosted by local groups
and give a chance for the average Joe or Jill to speak. The theme of the UCONN event was deconstructing
humanity, focusing on what make us all human. This is a very fitting topic considering how people that are
homeless are constantly dehumanized.
A new Faces development is the addition of Adam Bulmash, the AmeriCorps VISTA placed at Center Church, to
many of the presentations. Adam speaks to groups after the Faces speakers, helping to connect the speakers’
stories to the wider systemic causes of homelessness. A sign-up sheet is then passed around to encourage
attendees to become allies, receive information, and get more involved in our forthcoming systems change efforts.
Speakers from Faces are excited about the continued evolution and expansion of the faces presentations, which
allows them to share more stories, reach more groups, and get more people involved in the work of trying to end
homelessness.

A CHURCH-WIDE EFFORT and
a CHURCH-WIDE THANK YOU!
A double Hooray for the double Cabaret! Everyone
who attended was a contributor to the good time we all
enjoyed. Special thanks go to Michelle Fiertek, Erich
Faust, Walter Mayo, Richard Markham, Larry
Roeming, Marie Ferrantino, Charlotte Cardone, Frances
Burton, Thomas St. Amant, Robin Roy, Lisa Thomas, Diana Woodard, Luciano Valles, Jr.,
Mark Fisher, Dorothy Wurts, Barbara Sanders, Lucille Parker, and Carolyn Arvidson. There is
not enough space on the page to acknowledge all who brought a wide array of skills, time,
delicious food, and friends to each evening! Many of you made donations, whether you could
attend or not, and for that very generous gesture, the church is grateful. If you have ideas about
a musical evening – or afternoon! - for next year, please let us know!
Coordinators, Chris and Deckie Jeffers
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