
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Volume XXX, No. 3                                                                                       May/June, 2014 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

   

 
 
 

 

 

http://www.centerchurchhartford.org/


 

 

 

 

 

Dear Family, 
 
It is a few days after Easter and I cannot stop thinking about the wonderful 
service we just celebrated. Children welcomed us with colorful streamers. 
The choir inspired us in indescribable ways. We were all shocked and awed 
by the vast knowledge of the children during the children’s sermon. 
Members and visitors filled the sacred space. The energy was amazing—
God’s presence among us. 
 
If were to take a selfie today, we certainly do not look like the 
congregation we were about one year ago. There is something radiant 
about us; there is a feeling in the air…hope, grace, joy…we look good!  I recently preached a sermon 
entitled Selfie, and I encouraged all of us not to focus on the blemishes in our lives, but to 
acknowledge our beauty because of them. I hope we do that as a church. We are beautiful with all of 
our imperfections. 
 
It is my responsibility, as your pastor, to let you know that the past months were filled with many 
challenges as well.  We continue to make our concerns known to the City of Hartford as it relates to 
the relocation of Gold Street. I am very grateful for all of you who have been present at the many 
public hearings, and who have written letters. We are also in the process of identifying fundraising 
consultants to assist in the future capital campaign for the restoration of the Meeting House 
(including, but not limited to, the steeple.) 
 
Looking forward, we have exciting plans for the summer. We will continue to implement new and 
exciting elements in worship, as well as what I call “Taking it to the Street.” We are exploring having 
at least two (2) Sunday worship services outside in order to go where the people are. 
 
I pray that we take the time to look at ourselves in the context of this community of faith and in the 
world. Certainly, there are some wrinkles and blemishes. Often the light might not be the best. But, 
we are looking good…we are doing good… 

 

Faithfully, 
 

 
(Rev.) Damaris D. Whittaker 
Minister 



 



                                         
      

   MMMAAAYYY   BBBIIIRRRTTTHHHDDDAAAYYYSSS   
   
5/3  J. Alan McLean 
5/3  Alexander Vietzke 
5/8  Sally St. Amant 
5/11  Timothy Sanderson 
5/14  Claudia Hernandez 
5/14  Jason Charneski 
5/15  Maxwell Otte 
5/19  Garrett Rapsilber 
5/21  Donald Sanders 
5/24  Marie Bohman 
5/24  Dorothy Wurts 
5/24  Matthew Thaxter-Grant 
5/25  Joan McLean 
5/25  Daniel Otte 
5/28  Serafina Tangarone 
5/28  Sally Hayes 
5/31  Lucille Parker 
 

   

   
MMMAAAYYY   AAANNNNNNIIIVVVEEERRRSSSAAARRRIIIEEESSS                                  JJJUUUNNNEEE   AAANNNNNNIIIVVVEEERRRSSSAAARRRIIIEEESSS   
   
5/7  Gail Canzano & Tim Otte     6/8 Curtis & Pat Anderson 
5/8  Paul & Tina Bobbitt     6/27 William & Dorothy Wurts 
5/19  Brendan St. Amant & Shirley Hwang 
5/20  Alvin & Lesley Morgan Thompson 
5/26  Donald & Shirley Sanders 
5/26     Christopher & Catherine Maclean 
          

CCoonnggrraattuullaattiioonnss  ttoo  aallll!!  

JJJUUUNNNEEE   BBBIIIRRRTTTHHHDDDAAAYYYSSS   
   

6/8  Suzanne Thomas 
6/10  Jonathan Geter 
6/12  Jeffrey Thomas 
6/16  Dennis Morin 
6/17  Mary Ann Dudley 
6/19  Timothy Otte 
6/20  Heidi Thomas 
6/21  Joel Gonzales 
6/26  Terrance French 
6/27  Mary Hawkes 
6/27  Emily Markham 
6/30  David Owens 
6/30  Catherine Maclean 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

CHURCH MEMBERS & FAMILY NEWS BULLETIN BOARD 

Baptisms:  Lucas Jessee Merkent (4-6-14),  
Madison Marie Crowley (4-20-14) 

Births, Weddings, New Members, Deaths:  None. 
 
 

 

 
 

*Thank You* 
Dear Family and Friends of Center Church, 
Thank you for the birthday cards and flowers that were delivered to 
me. It was greatly appreciated.  My love to all. 

~ Abel Tangarone 
 

mailto:marie@centerchurchhartford.net


 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The Growth and Vitality Ministry invites you to join 
us at Miranda Vineyard in Goshen, CT 
(mirandavineyard.com) for the Opening Reception of 
an exhibit by church member Mark Fisher entitled 
"The Intimate Landscape."  The Reception is 
Saturday, May 3rd, 2 - 4 p.m.  We hope to see you 
there!    
 
From Mark:  “As a professional landscape architect, I design 
sites at a large scale. I deal with overall environmental 
concerns, permitting with municipalities, storm water 
drainage, sustainability, handicap accessibility and much more. In this exhibit, I 
explore the landscape at one of its most elemental and intimate levels. The leaf. 
 
My photographs were taken on the first day of Fall 2012 with an iPhone 5. All leaves 
are from my garden and the photos were taken in my garden.  I hope you appreciate 
the beauty of a leaf.  A leaf that has been through a beautiful summer season and was 
photographed with its summer-worn beauty, imperfections and all.” 
 

[Above is an image that gives a sneak peak of Mark’s art pieces, 
but is not part of the exhibition.] 

FIRST THURSDAY TAIZÉ 
Come to the Meeting House on Thursdays, May 1 and June 5 for 
meditative Taizé services. Our monthly Taizé services include prayer, 
silence, and candle lighting. Services begin at 6:00pm and run about 
thirty minutes in length. The Meeting House will remain open until 
7:00pm for silent prayer and reflection. 

 

http://mirandavineyard.com/


MUSICAL NOTES 

By Jason Charneski 

 

Looking Toward Summer 2014 
 

Well, we approach the conclusion – on May 18 – of the church’s program year.  But, as you all know, the 

activities do not cease, and the summer months offer the time to plan for the coming program year.  I’ll share 

more about the 2014-2015 program year in my July/August and September/October newsletter articles; but, for 

now, let’s look at what is on the docket for the summer! 

 

May: Last Choir Sunday on the 18
th

, followed by a potluck lunch to honor the choir (led by the Growth and 

Vitality task Force); Worship on May 25 may be outdoors (keeping our fingers crossed that work in the Ancient 

Burying Ground will be completed by then). 

 

June: Camp Sunday on June 1; Pentecost on June 8 – we will need to include wind instruments in worship that 

day; Benjamin Rauch’s annual voice students’ recital date and time to be announced. 

 

July: Summer Noontime Outdoor Performance Series on Wednesdays, July 9, 16, 23, and 30, from 12:10 to 

12:50 p.m., in the Ancient Burying Ground (we hope – see above about May 25!).  Final details and schedule of 

performers coming to completion.  We know that Carlos Hernandez Chavez and his group of Latino musicians 

will give the program on July 16 and that the Eastside Ramblers Dixieland Band will perform on July 30.  Stay 

tuned!  In addition, we hope to be able to have worship outdoors the Sunday of the annual Jazz Festival and 

include a jazz combo.  FYI: I’ll be in France and Switzerland from July 1 through 15. 

 

August: Volunteer Choir on August 3; maybe a volunteer Gospel choir on the 10
th

 or the 17
th

?  

 

September: Mark your calendars now for Rally Sunday on September 14.  

 

It’s been a stimulating three months back with you.  Let’s keep up the momentum into and through the summer 

months!   

 

 

 

 

HAVE YOU VISITED THE 

CHURCH LIBRARY LATELY? 
 

New titles have recently arrived.   

Stop by on Sunday or Wednesday 

morning, and stock up on  

your summer reading! 

 



Update from the Warburton Director  
   of Outreach Ministries 

 

The past 3+ months have really flown by - in that time, I have 

learned many things about Center Church, its history, its 

Outreach into the community, and its hope and aspirations for 

the future. I have also felt blessed by the warm welcoming that 

I have received - many delicious meals and engaging 

conversations have been shared with my and my fiancée 

Claudine...we are feeling right at home. 

 

Center Church's Outreach Ministries continue to grow, new 

partnerships have taken shape, and old partnerships have been 

strengthened over the past 3 months. I have thoroughly enjoyed 

working to deliver a successful Thursday lunch with Hands on 

Hartford, and volunteers from a wide range of groups, like 

Newington UCC, who has been providing the entire meal on the 3rd Thursday each month. Our guest numbers 

have been growing, with attendance reaching 102 recently!  I am celebrating and saddened by this fact, as it 

means people are finding our safe space to get indoors and enjoy a hot meal, but it also means there is still great 

need in our community. 

 

In addition to Thursday lunch, our Saturday Community Breakfast, and Sunday coffee ministry continue to be a 

strong and important opportunity to engage and connect with our neighbors. At Saturday’s Community 

Breakfasts, we have been continuously seeing around 100+ guests each week. Sunday coffee ministry was jam-

packed the last 2 weekends in April - a huge and special thanks to Enid Negron, Alvin Thompson, and Deckie 

Jeffers, as well as all the members and volunteers, who have helped our Saturday and Sunday Outreach 

ministries continue to meet the needs of our neighbors and friends in need. 

 

Lastly, I have been working to advance a number of new initiatives that will hopefully enhance our capacity to 

make an impact in the lives of those afflicted by social injustice. Soon, we will likely be entering into a formal 

partnership with FoodShare, which brings a number of benefits and resources with it. I have also begun 

exploring ways we can enhance our food ministries by offering services in addition to a hot meal - this has 

started with my being trained in the Universal Housing Application, which allows people to apply to multiple 

housing opportunities all through a single online application. I will be using the UHA and hopefully other tools, 

to meet the needs of our guests in the church house. 

 

But most exciting of all, the Outreach Board approved funds to pay for an AmeriCorps VISTA service member, 

who will soon be joining our Outreach efforts around housing and homelessness. There is a tremendous need in 

our community, and we are so fortunate to have a thriving and growing outreach presence. I look forward to 

continuing to work with you all, learn from you, and build an even stronger set of Outreach ministries, 

committed to our neighbors in need. 

 

Peace & Love, 

Nate 

 

 



Warburton Director of Outreach, Nate Fox, receives  
R. Regner Arvidson Exemplary Volunteer Award  

from Hands On Hartford 
 

 

 
 
On Thursday, March 27, Nate Fox was awarded with the R. Regner Arvidson Exemplary Volunteer Award at 
Hands on Hartford’s annual Volunteer Appreciation Event. The event was attended by over 100 loyal HOH 
volunteers, who represented a small piece of the 2,500 volunteers in 2013 who completed 29,000 hours of service 
at Hands on Hartford programs and throughout the community, positively impacting the lives 5,500 people 
altogether. 
 
The Reg Arvidson Exemplary Volunteer Award was established by Harold and Joyce Buckingham in memory and 
honor of our late volunteer Reg Arvidson. Nate Fox’s dedication of time and talent were instrumental in 
establishing the Faces of Homelessness program in Connecticut. For over a year, first as a UCONN School of 
Social Work intern and subsequently as a volunteer, Nate worked to establish the Faces of Homelessness 
Speakers’ Bureau, working with speakers to develop their messages and advocating for them as they overcame 
injustices and challenges. He worked tirelessly to ensure the passage of the Homeless Bill of Rights in 
Connecticut, legislation that seeks to protect individuals experiencing homelessness from discrimination. In 
addition to Faces of Homelessness, Nate touched the lives of participants at other HOH programs, from Peter’s 
Retreat, to Community Meals, and he brought energy, perseverance and a good spirit to everything he does. Nate 
felt especially honored to receive the award, having heard much about the impact that Reg had on Hands on 
Hartford and the creation of the MANNA Food Pantry. With the award serving as a reminder of the great energy, 
talents, and ongoing commitment to justice and service at Center Church, he is excited to support Center Church’s 
growing outreach and justice ministries. 



E-News = Going Green! 
 

Dear Center Church Community, 
 

In an effort to reduce rising printing and postage expenses, we 
will offer Center Church News, our bimonthly newsletter, via 
email or on our website only beginning with the July/August 2014 

issue. Not only will this significantly reduce publication costs, but 
it will help our church to become more environmentally 

responsible as we continue to identify ways to become more “green.”   
 

Of course, we realize that not everyone has Internet access, and therefore may be unable to 
receive e-editions of our newsletter. If you do not have Internet access, we will continue to 

mail the newsletter to you at no cost.  
 

If, for any reason, you would like to continue to receive a hard copy of the newsletter, we 
ask that you kindly send an annual donation in the amount of $40.00 to cover printing and 

postage costs ($6 per issue.)   
 

For either of the above options, please complete the below form and return it to my 
attention by Friday, June 13.  Thank you for your understanding in this matter, and 

support of our efforts to reduce costs and “go green.” 
 
Sincerely, 

 

Office Administrator 

 
 

  ------ Please clip here and return the form to the Church Office as indicated below.  ------  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH NEWSLETTER REQUEST 
 I do not have Internet access.  Please continue to mail the newsletter to me free of charge. 

- OR - 

 I am enclosing a donation of $40.00.  Please continue to mail a hard copy of the newsletter to 

me for the next 12 months. 

Name 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
Address____________________________________________________________________________
__ 
City/Town ____________________________________ State _____  Zip Code 
_____________________ 

Please return this form by Friday, June 13, 2014 to Marie Ferrantino, Office Administrator, 
First Church of Christ in Hartford, 60 Gold Street, Hartford, CT  06103.  Thank you. 



 

 
 

SSpprroouuttss  ffoorr  KKiiddss//  

HHaannddss  oonn  HHaarrttffoorrdd  
Our Hands on Hartford Backpack colleagues are hoping to provide every 
backpack student with the experience of growing their own spices to 
use in their families' cooking at home. They need herb seeds - basil, 
cilantro, thyme, tarragon....think about what you like to add to your 
salads! HoH is in need of 250 packets of seeds and about 300 small 
pots (about 4/5 inches across at the top) with trays to catch water. 
If you wish to make a donation - the items themselves or the money 
with which to purchase them - please place your items near our food 
drop area near the entrance to the Meeting House or mark your money 
donation "Sprouts" when you drop it in the offering plate.  
 
 

* Future chefs of Hartford thank you! *



  
SSuunnddaayy,,  JJuunnee  11  

at beautiful 
Camp Asto Wamah in Columbia! 

 

Worship service will be held in the lodge at Noon  
(We will also offer a Worship service in the Meeting House 

at 10:00am on the same day.) 
 

Following our service – the picnic!  
Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, Beans, Coleslaw & Chips! 

(Please let us know if you prefer a veggie burger.) 
 

After eating, more fun from 2:00-4:00pm: 
 

 Play Board games (bring your favorite game!) 
 Knock Hockey 
 Face Painting 
 Swimming (swimming will be in the pollywog area only) 

Please bring a salad and/or dessert and a lawn Chair. Rain or shine!  To register, 
please sign up in the Green Book, call the Church Office at (860) 249-5631, or email 
Jana Priestley, Director of Faith Formation, at jana@centerchurchhartford.net.  If you 
need transportation, just let us know!          [Sponsored by the Board of Christian Education.] 

 
 

DIRECTIONS TO CAMP ASTO WAMAH: 

Take I-84 from Hartford, east to Exit 59, 1-384 through Manchester to 
Bolton Notch.  From Bolton Notch U.S. 6 for 8 miles bearing right on Rt. 87.  
The Camp’s private road is at the top of the hill on right.  The entrance is 
marked by a sign.  Camp Asto Wamah is 22 miles east of Hartford. 

mailto:jana@centerchurchhartford.net


  

 
 

"Support the Purple People Pheeders! 
 

Center Church has been participating in Foodshare’s Walk Against Hunger for 
many years, since the walk first began. Over the past 3 years we have increased our 
goal, helping to support our good friends at Hands On Hartford feed so many of our 
hungry neighbors here in greater Hartford. Last year we raised over $3,700 - with every 
$30 providing an entire month's worth of food for someone in need, that money was 
enough to help 125 people, and put them back on the road to self-sufficiency! 

 
So, we're rallying once again in support of Hands On Hartford, Foodshare and 300 
community partners. Please join us on Sunday, May 4th for this incredible tradition. 
And show your support by making a donation today."  You may visit our team 
page at http://site.foodshare.org/goto/PurplePeoplePheeders.  Questions?  Contact 
Nate Fox at  (860) 249-5631 (ext. 15) or Enid Negron at 
enidenegron1031@gmail.com. 
 

Thank you for your support! 

http://site.foodshare.org/goto/PurplePeoplePheeders
mailto:enidenegron1031@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST IN HARTFORD 
A member of the United Church of Christ (UCC) 

CENTER CHURCH, 60 Gold Street, Hartford, CT  06103 
Church Office Hours:  Monday thru Friday, 8:30 am to 4:00 pm 
Summer Office Hours:  Monday thru Friday, 9:00am to 3:00pm  

(July through Friday before Labor Day) 
Phone:  (860) 249-5631    FAX:  (860) 246-3915 

www.centerchurchhartford.org    ~   e-mail: info@centerchurchhartford.net 
 

Senior Minister:  The Reverend Damaris D. Whittaker 
Minister Emeritus: The Reverend J. Alan McLean 

Director of Music & the Arts:  Jason Charneski  
Warburton Director of Outreach Ministries:  Nate Fox 

Director of Faith Formation:  Jana Priestley 
Librarian:  Bruce Bidwell 

Office Administrator:  Marie Ferrantino 
Bookkeeper:  Charlotte Cardone 

Christian Education Consultant:  The Reverend Barbara Frey 
Office Assistants:  Frances Burton, Rosemarie Martocchio 

Sexton:  Thomas St. Amant 

The deadline for the JULY/AUGUST 2014 ISSUE OF 
CENTER CHURCH NEWS is Friday, June 20. 

http://www.centerchurchhartford.org/
mailto:info@centerchurchhartford.net

