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“For I know the plans I have for you,"
declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you
and not to harm you, plans to give you
hope and a future.” ~ Jeremiah 29:11

Dear Family,
Happy New Year! Feliz Año Nuevo!
We begin another year together ~ a year, we hope, which will
continue to provide us with opportunities to do good in our City and
in the world. As I make inventory of our work in the year 2014, I
feel excited and amazed. We have accomplished a lot in a very short
time.
The world itself has brought us many challenges and, I would argue, opportunities for this church, Center
Church, to evaluate our place in the world ~ our mission, our vision, and our call.
This past year, we opened our doors for the community to come pray, light candles, and be in silence. We have
marched and we have worshiped.
The year ahead will not cease to bring us challenges. Our commitment to this work and our integrity as a church
will be tested. How wonderful! Being a church in the City means our comforts will not last for long. We are
always “on the move.” At least, we need to be on the move if we seek to remain relevant. And perhaps, too,
there will be plenty of times when we will be called to be in silence, reflection, and prayer. But always, we will
be called intervene and intercede.
Walter Brueggermann wrote “Jesus effectively intervened to transform situations so that people could be more
human. Jesus calls the church to share his ministry, to die with him for the sake of humanness, and to rise with
him in power. Thus, he shares with his church his capacity to intervene and transform.”
May the God of Justice lead us into a new year, full of possibilities, opportunities, and challenges. And may
God empower all of us to intervene and transform. Amen.

(Rev.) Damaris D. Whittaker,
Minister

Ferguson Solidarity Vigil, November 25, 2014 at Center Church, Hartford
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Gregory Norsigian
Richard Piatti-Rios
Bruce Bidwell
Sandra French
Xyon Iyomi Sanders
Dimekwan French
Adalina Valdes
Sarah Gale
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Kathleen & Robert Davidson

Mark Fisher
Paul Bobbitt
Gregory Norsigian
Jonas Otte
Peter Fairbairn
Curtis Anderson
David Maclean
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Richard & Sara Markham
David & Nancy Maclean
Lucille & Van Parker

2014 ANNUAL REPORTS
In order to allow ample time for review before the February Annual Meeting, the
2014 Annual Report will be distributed via email in advance of the meeting. In an
effort to become more “green,” we ask that you print only as needed. Hard copies
will be mailed to those without Internet access.

++

CHURCH MEMBERS & FAMILY NEWS BULLETIN BOARD
Births: Calvin Stone Gale (12-8)
Deaths: Mabel Sadoian (12-19)
Baptisms, New Members, Weddings,
Transferred at own request: None

Shanghai Rising by Dr. Xiangming Chen
Gray Mountain by John Grisham
Factory Man by Beth Macy
The Innovators by Walter Isaacson
Hartford through Time by the Hartford History Center,
Hartford Public Library
Being Mortal: Medicine and What Matters in the End
by Atul Gawande
The Book of Unknown Americans: A Novel
by Cristina Henríquez
Duty: Memoirs of a Secretary at War
by Robert M. Gates
Stop by on Sunday or Wednesday morning,
and stock up on your winter reading!

MUSICAL NOTES
By Jason Charneski

Opportunities to Worship Accompanied by Diverse Sounds
In Psalm 150, the writer implores us to praise God with instruments, voices, and dance. And so, on January 4,
January 18, and February 15 we will endeavor to do such. Your place in such offerings in worship is important,
as what we offer (always, not only on these Sundays mentioned) is directed toward God!
We will celebrate Three Kings’ Day on January 4 with adding into our mix a trio of players who will offer the
sounds of stringed instruments: violin and viola, double bass, and guitar, in well-known Christmas songs
(villancicos) from Puerto Rico. Soloist Philippe L’Esperance, Jr., will serve as a cantor.
On Sunday, January 18, the Center Church Choir, soloists Lisa Williamson and Jermaine Woodard, Jr., and an
instrumental ensemble (saxophone, double bass, and light percussion – aiming for the sound crafted by Duke
Ellington in his 1943 cantata, Black, Brown, and Beige) will offer spirituals and gospel music (remember Paul
Halley’s setting of “The Rain Is Over and Gone,” offered by the choir on the O+A Anniversary Sunday!) within
a service that will honor the life and legacy of The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Trumpeters Terrence French, Sr., and Jr.!, will share their gifts with us on February 15, as we take a stroll along
Bourbon Street – with some New Orleans-flavored jazz and blues – that will help us view the Transfiguration of
Jesus in a different light (no pun intended…) and honor the Mardi Gras/Shrove Tuesday traditions that
immediately precede Ash Wednesday (February 18).

Music and the Arts at Center Church welcomes BOSTON BRASS
Make sure you have marked in your calendars to come to the Meeting House on Friday, February 20 (snowdate:
Saturday, February 21) for a concert by the smokin’-hot Boston Brass. The quintet will offer a great mix of
classical, jazz, and popular music, with YOU having the opportunity to choose what they will play during the
second half of the concert (categories being jazz favorites, movie themes, and Broadway shows).
Tickets may be purchased beginning Monday, January 5 – online via www.centerchurchhartford.org – or by
seeing, calling, or e-mailing me. Ticket prices are $40 premium, $25 general, and $15 student/senior.

START THE NEW YEAR OFF WITH…A GOOD BOOK!

Griot’s Green Grove Book Club
wishes you a Happy New Year!
Book club New Year’s Meeting: Saturday, January 24, 10:00am
Church House Second-Floor Parlor ~ BRUNCH SERVED!

Book: Brazil by John Updike
(Please go to http://www.greatheartgriot.com to read book annotation.)

F
Frro
om
m tth
hee D
Diirreecctto
orr o
off O
Ou
uttrreeaacch
hM
Miin
niissttrriieess
Greetings Center Church Family,
As we close out 2014 and prepare for a new year, I wanted to take a moment
to reflect on the successes of this past year – which also happens to mark the
end of my first full year at Center Church and the end of the second year of
the recently-created Warburton Director of Outreach Ministries position – as well as look ahead to the
challenges and opportunities that await us in 2015.
2014 has truly been an exciting year for Outreach @ Center Church. We solidified the Thursday lunch with
Hands On Hartford, furthered our partnership with Faces of Homelessness, obtained additional resources for
Outreach from outside sources, held a week of thought-provoking activities during Hunger and Homelessness
Awareness Week, continued our support for the annual Homeless Memorial Service, and explored the meaning
of Justice in our Church.
Many old relationships have been rekindled or strengthened, many new partnerships have been formed, and I
have been blessed by countless new friendships and relationships with people who I have worked with and
served in my role. There are too many to acknowledge in such a short space, but Hands On Hartford,
Foodshare, and our UCC partner churches stand out amongst these partnerships. My dear Outreach captain,
Dectora Jeffers, has done an excellent job recognizing others who have been central to our efforts – I echo her
sentiments. I feel truly blessed to be amongst such good-hearted, justice-minded people and I wake up each day
feeling grateful to God to be working in a place that puts people, and not “facts and figures,” first when doing
Outreach.
Lastly, I want to give a special acknowledgement to those who we serve through Outreach. The people who
visit Center Church each week for a meal or who come to us looking for other forms of support are some of the
most inspiring people who I have come across. Their strength in impossible circumstances; their resiliency to
continue fighting for survival, justice and a renewed life; their grace and gratitude when we are owed none; they
provide me hope each day that we can overcome the failures of an unjust society and build a more inclusive
community for all. As Damaris has often spoken, it is in the darkness and in the margins where God is still
speaking. I look forward to our continued efforts to shine brightly in the places where our worldly love and
support is most needed.
Yours in faithful service Nate Fox

Save the date!
The 382nd Annual Meeting of The First Church of Christ in
Hartford/Center Church will be held on Sunday, February 1, 2015,
immediately following a Potluck Luncheon and the reading of the
year's History. Official notification is coming soon.

2014 HOMELESS PERSONS MEMORIAL SERVICE
by Adam Bulmash, VISTA
On Sunday, December 21, members of Center Church, Faces of Homelessness and the Greater Hartford
community gathered in the hallowed halls of Center Church to pay tribute to the lives of those who passed away
in 2014 as a result of homelessness. The memorial was meant to both honor their memory, as well as to
acknowledge the injustice of their deaths and the urgency of the need for all of us to work together to end
homelessness. The service began with a speech by Susan Campbell acknowledging the recent history of
injustice against the homeless within the downtown community, and the injustice of the deaths we were
honoring. Jill Friedman, Wanda Gaines and Roz, three talented singers, shared their gifts to mark the occasion
and Justin Sweetwater, a prolific poet, shared a poem he had written three days earlier about the memorial.
Joseph Brodeur shared a powerful message on homelessness and death and Marilyn Watson spoke on the
subject of homelessness and its relation to us and God. Reverend Whittaker led the attendees in a heartfelt
responsive litany of remembrance, which was followed by a reading of the names of each person who had
passed away, with each individual physically represented by a key to a home that society has failed to provide.
This physical memorial will be visible to the public temporarily in the front hallway of the Center Church
House. After the eulogy prayer and moment of silence, we departed the Meeting House to march to the library
and to City Hall, led by the charismatic Bishop John Selders, where we placed memorial wreaths near the
doorways and held a brief candlelight vigil. We then marched back to the Ancient Burying Ground, where,
standing over the graves of those lost due to slavery, Bishop Selders spoke about housing as a civil right and the
urgent need of the community to fight for these rights. It was a powerful and moving experience and all in
attendance, including myself, realized that in order to end homelessness, we must unite as a community. The
2014 memorial service was a tremendous first step.

Notes from Outreach
With the arrival of Nate Fox, our second Warburton Director, and with the
membership reenergized by new members Alan McLean and Holly Wells,
the year has been full and fulfilling.
Under Nate’s guidance (not to mention Claudine’s), the kitchen was
reorganized; the procedure for handling dental, medical, and rental
assistance has been refined; the space in the Church House has been opened to more and more groups in need of
a meeting place; our food resource for Thursday lunches has been changed to FoodShare, a group which goes
beyond its job as a food supplier in its effort to assist those impacted by food insecurity in the Greater Hartford
Region and those who are working with them; we have continued to support Faces of Homelessness and have
taken our relationship a step further by entering into a conversation with the group, in an effort to identify ways
that we can be of assistance to the homeless community.
We have striven to sustain programs already established (Saturday breakfasts supervised by Nate and staffed by
a broad range of suburban UCC churches; Thursday lunches in coordination with Hands on Hartford; the Coffee
Ministry of our own church, coordinated by Nate and Alvin and provided by our members). At Nate’s
suggestion, we are considering expanding the Thursday lunch program to include counseling for our lunch
guests in the areas of housing, health, and dealing with the injustices they experience because of their
homelessness. Cubicles have been purchased and set up in a corner of our dining room in the Church House
basement to provide such counseling, and some privacy to go with it.
I would like to take the opportunity to thank those members of the church that have been especially active in
their support of outreach efforts: Dennis Morin and David Owens for their providing a Community Meal the
first Tuesday of every month at Christ Church Cathedral; Timothy Otte for watching over our Coffee Ministry
supplies and providing delicious food when needed; Lori Beste for her generous sharing of her baking talents;
Enid Negron for her work both with Saturday Breakfasts and at Community Meals; Shirley Sanders for her
faithful commitment to Family Life Education.
Are you asking, “What can I do?” The ways of adding your energy and goodwill to the work of the church in
the city are numerous and will increase. At this time, you can speak to Nate or any member of the Board:
Deckie Jeffers, Holly Wells, Alan McLean, Bill Warner-Prouty (our new member as of January 2015), Marilyn
Watson (member emerita), and Outreach volunteer Mary Hawkes if you are interested in any of the following:
Being present at Saturday Breakfasts, to lend a helping hand with the meal, or to make guests feel
welcome (any time between 7:45 am and 10 am on all but the first Saturdays of the month)
Being present at Thursday lunches for the same reasons (from 10 am until Noon)
Serving coffee before church – Please let us know directly rather than sign in the Green Book.
Nate would love to hear from you if you see a way you would like to contribute in a way other than those listed
above. Unlike many his age, he is as happy to use the telephone as he is the computer.
Lastly, I invite you think of our gathering on November 23 to listen to Anne Goshdigian and Aldene Burton
speak about their experiences with homelessness. I have faith that, with time, we will see what it is that we are
to do. You may all look forward to what Nate is already referring to as Faces of Homelessness Part Two. That
gathering and the Memorial Service have spoken eloquently to the subject of our call to action as members of
an urban church.
~ Dectora Jeffers, Chair

Congratulations to Sarah and Michael Gale,
who have welcomed their new son

Calvin Stone Gale
born December 8 at 4:55am
8lbs. 7oz and 20.5 inches long
And congratulations, too, to new grandparents
Bill & Kathy Gourlie!

ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES
Sundays at 8:45 a.m. ~ all classes are held in the Church House parlor.

“RACE IN THE USA”
January 4, 11 and 18, 2015

January 4 - Conversation with Chief John B. Stewart, Jr. (Ret)
John Stewart, the subject of "Hard Climb Up the Ladder: The Story of the First
Black Fire Chief of a Major New England City," will join us. The book
discusses how he faced deep-seated institutional racism, unofficial but
widespread segregation tactics, and resentment, but persevered and became
the first black officer in the Hartford Fire Department and, in 1980, Chief.
January 11 and 18 - Conversations on Race: Where We Are After Feguson and Staten Island
Among the resources we will use are:
-a series of columns by Nicholas Kristof, an op-ed columnist for The New York Times
On August 30, 2014, Nicholas Kristof wrote a column "When Whites Just Don't Get It – After Ferguson,
Race Deserves More Attention, Not Less." The column stimulated a good deal of conversation and Kristof
eventually wrote Parts 2, 3, 4 and 5 of his column, with Part 5 appearing on November 30, 2014. He noted
in Part 2 that in responses to Part 1 "readers promptly fired back at what they perceived as a smugly
deluded columnist."
-The Case for Reparations, by Ta-Nehisi Coates, The Atlantic (June 2014)
Coates quotes Deuteronomy 15:12-15 and cites to, among other things, 250 years of slavery, 90 years of
Jim Crow, 60 years of separate but equal, and 35 years of racist housing policy.
These two resources, among others, promise to prompt lively and thought-provoking sessions.

"THE FOURTH GOSPEL: TALES OF A JEWISH MYSTIC"
by John Shelby Spong
January 25 - March 15, 2015
John Shelby Spong, bestselling author and popular proponent of a modern, scholarly, and authentic Christianity,
argues that this last gospel to be written was misinterpreted by the framers of the fourth-century creeds to be a
literal account of the life of Jesus when in fact it is a literary, interpretive retelling of the events in Jesus' life
through the medium of fictional characters, from Nicodemus and Lazarus to the "Beloved Disciple." The result of
this intriguing study not only recaptures the original message of this gospel, but also provides us today with a
radical new dimension to the claim that in the humanity of Jesus the reality of God has been met and engaged.

For cancellations due to inclement weather,
please tune to WFSB-TV (Channel 3.)
The deadline for the MARCH/APRIL 2015 ISSUE OF
CENTER CHURCH NEWS is Friday, February 20.
THE FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST IN HARTFORD
A member of the United Church of Christ (UCC)
CENTER CHURCH, 60 Gold Street, Hartford, CT 06103
Church Office Hours: Monday thru Friday, 8:30 am to 4:00 pm
Summer Office Hours: Monday thru Friday, 9:00am to 3:00pm
Phone: (860) 249-5631 FAX: (860) 246-3915
www.centerchurchhartford.org ~ e-mail: info@centerchurchhartford.net
Senior Minister: The Reverend Damaris D. Whittaker
Minister Emeritus: The Reverend J. Alan McLean
Director of Music & the Arts: Jason Charneski
Warburton Director of Outreach Ministries: Nate Fox
Director of Faith Formation: Jana Priestley
Librarian: Bruce Bidwell
Office Administrator: Marie Ferrantino
Bookkeeper: Charlotte Cardone
Office Assistants: Frances Burton, Rosemarie Martocchio
Sexton: Thomas St. Amant

